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“In this year marked by the suffering 
and challenges created by the Covid-19 
pandemic, the missionary journey of the 
whole Church continues in the light of 
the words of the Prophet Isaiah: ‘Here am 
I. Send me.’” So declares Pope Francis in 
his message for this year’s World Mission 
Sunday, which will take place on October 
18th. He continues, “Understanding what 
God is saying to us at this time of pandemic 
also represents a challenge for the Church’s 
mission. Illness, suffering, fear, and isolation 
challenge us.”
In an address on missionary work earlier this 

year Pope Francis emphasised that Mission 
is a free gift of the Spirit, not the result of 
strategies. It’s not about slick presentations, 
elaborate planning. It’s about encounter…
encountering the person of Jesus, the living 
Word of the Father. Proclaiming the Gospel 
means bearing joyful witness to the glory of 
the Risen Christ.
Pope Francis goes on to describe the 

distinctive features of mission - drawing on 
his teaching in his Apostolic Exhortation, 
Evangelii Gaudium.

• Attractiveness: if somebody is 
obviously full of joy in following Jesus, 
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NOTICE TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
AND BENEFACTORS The missionary 

journey continuesThroughout this period of the COVID-19 Pandemic you have all been very much in 
our thoughts and prayers. The four of us in the community in Cardonald greatly 
miss your visits - those who come for the morning Mass, the Meditation Group who 
normally meet on Tuesday, the Wednesday Talks Group, the Legion of Mary, the 
Serra Group, the First Friday Mass for the Sick, the First Saturday Fatima Group, etc.

We have been fortunate in being able to celebrate Holy Mass on our own in our 
Chapel, knowing that for many weeks you have not been able to attend Mass and 
receive Holy Communion. At all our Masses we have prayed for you all.

Every Monday evening since the lockdown began we have gathered for Eucharistic 
Adoration - to pray for all who are affected by the Pandemic. (We also joined in the 
weekly ‘Clap for Carers’!)

During the month of November Holy Mass will be offered every day for all your 
deceased loved ones. Please record their names on the slips enclosed with the 
magazine and return them to us so they can be laid at the foot of the altar.

Normally we would be planning our annual Tree of Life Mass in Nazareth House 
Chapel, this year on Sunday 22nd - Feast of Christ the King. Sadly, it will NOT be 
possible to invite our friends to attend this year.

However, the four of us will ourselves celebrate Mass on that that date at 11.00 a.m. 
for all those whose names are inscribed on the Tree of Life - and for all our deceased 
benefactors. We ask you to be with us in spirit on that day.

We pray that soon we may all be freed from the threat of this dreadful pandemic, 
though we know that life will somehow never be the same again. 
Nonetheless, we look forward to the day when we can once more 
welcome all our friends to St Joseph’s House.

Fr Bernard Fox mhm, Rector Fr Hugh O’Donnell mhm
Fr John Doran mhm Fr Bill Tollan mhm
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others will be drawn to follow; 
they may even be astonished.

• Gratitude: enthusiasm for 
mission arises from a profound 
sense of gratitude rather than from 
reasoning or calculation.

• Humility: there is no place 
for arrogance in the work of 
proclaiming the Gospel. Salvation 
doesn’t come from our own merits.

• Simplicity: mission does not add 
unnecessary burdens on people 
already worn out, but accepts 
them ‘where they are and how 
they are.’

It is to be hoped that the articles 
in this issue will illustrate these 
concerns of Pope Francis. Our 
missionaries are working in a variety 
of situations throughout the world 
- in Asia, Africa, the Americas, - and 
here in Europe also. 

ASIA: In our new mission of 
Cambodia we can discern the joy 
and freshness of a young emerging 
Church. The article about Joey 
Velasco combines an account of the 
horrors of an unjust society with 
the love and compassion inspired 
by the Gospel message. That is what 
animates the growing number of 
our Filipino mhm’s who are now 
on mission among the poor in their 
own country, but also in other parts 
of Asia and Africa. The Jubilee of Fr 
Tom Rafferty allows us to reflect on 
the dangers and threats faced by 
Christians and missionaries from an 
extreme version of Islam. 
AFRICA: In the Anglophone region 
of Cameroon the people are now 
suffering the fourth year of what 
is in effect a civil war. The attack 
on the Sisters’ Hospitals illustrates 
the seriousness of the situation. Yet 

again, our Formation Programme 
somehow manages to continue, and 
three young Cameroonians have 
been ordained priest this year. Africa 
needs such ‘success’ stories.

The AMERICAS: The Amazon 
Synod took place in Rome earlier 
in the year and raised much 
controversy as it faced up to many 
pastoral and missionary problems 
that are relevant in other parts 
of the world. The forthcoming 
Beatification of ‘Brother Gregory’ 
has given some much needed hope 
and joy to the troubled peoples of 
the Northern Andes. Meanwhile 
the killing of George Floyd in USA 
has had reverberations throughout 
the world and highlighted the evil 
consequences of racism. As Mill 
Hill Missionaries we have a special 
concern for these issues - since our first 
mission was to the Afro-Americans of 
Baltimore. Our members in New York 
have recently taken part in some of 
the recent demonstrations calling for 
change and for justice.

EUROPE: This year Stella Maris, 
also known as the Apostleship of 
the Sea, celebrates its centenary; Fr 
John Doran’s article reminds us of 
its origins here in Glasgow, and the 
importance of this aspect of pastoral 
and missionary activity.
We are all part of the missionary 

journey as we share in various ways 
in the work of our missionaries 
throughout the world. May we 
commit ourselves anew this Mission 
Sunday in the words of Isaiah: “Here 
I am, Lord. Send me.”

He found hope and healing by expressing his faith through 
his paintings.” So spoke Queeny, widow of Filipino artist Joey 
Velasco. Joey died of kidney cancer in 2010, aged 43. Though 
not an established artist, he has left in his work depictions 
of the harsh reality of Filipino society. His paintings show a 
country’s struggle with poverty, mostly caused by structural ills 
and corruption.

One of his outstanding works is entitled ‘Hapag ng Pag-asa’ or 
‘A Table of Hope’. It shows Jesus at the last supper - but instead 
of the Apostles there is a group of street-children, and the scene 
is set in a run-down store-room. The ‘table’ is improvised from 
a cargo-pallet. The children are all strangers to one another. 
One of them holds a stolen bag. A boy and girl sit on an empty 
oil-drum. One child is seated on the ground - ravenously 
consuming what looks like scraps of food from the garbage.

A Table of Hope
A Modern Filipino ‘Last Supper’

4

Based on an article by Joseph Peter Calleja, Manila, UCANews
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These are all children Velasco 
saw on the streets of Manila. 
Every one of them is someone 
he met and helped with his 
foundation. He once said, 
“The painting reveals a story of 
greater hunger than a plate of 
rice could satisfy. What these 
children are starved of is love, 
not merely material food.” Every 
child in the painting has a story 
The artist wrote these stories and 
they inspired him in his work.

• Itok was eleven years old and 
was part of a gang of criminals 
who were hired by politicians 
and rich people to do their dirty 
work; his mother chained him 
up because of his involvement 
in a gang robbery.
• Emong lived near a dam to 
catch non-edible fish; he cooked 
them with vinegar and soy sauce 
so he and his family could fill 
their empty bellies.

• Onse was sold to a prostitute; 
his stepmother danced as a 
stripper to put food on the table.
• Tinay was a little five-year 
old girl who sucked her thumb 
and carried her old and dirty 
doll. She was an orphan after her 
drug-dependent parents left her 
with relatives who abandoned 
her in the street.
• Michael was known to be 
a ‘chef of garbage cuisine’. He 
scavenged and ate food left over 
from restaurants in Manila. He 
cooked to feed his siblings.
• Buknoy was a malnourished 
street beggar; his mother beat 
him and his brother poured 
boiling water on his forehead - 
and so he left home.
• Joyce was sexually molested 
when she was 14 and had a 
baby at 15. The father of the 
baby was arrested for illegal 
drugs, so she had to feed her 
child alone.
These are the children shown 

in Velasco’s painting. He said 
the two things common to all 
his subjects were poverty and 
the love of God. “All of them 
are poor. All of them have sad 
family backgrounds - that is 
why they ended up abused and 
in the streets. But they are all 
loved by Jesus. Jesus was with 
them despite their poverty…
These poor people hold on to 
the truth that God will never 
abandon them.”

Joey Velasco at work.

A
Water
Festival

in
 Cambodia

Our young missionaries 
write of a unique Khmer-
Christian Festival that has 
its roots in a traditional 
Cambodian service of 
thanksgiving after the 
harvest season.

Young people perform traditional dances.



cultural traditions suppressed.
Our young missionaries have 

written of a unique Khmer-
Christian Festival that has its 
roots in a traditional 
Cambodian service of 
thanksgiving after the harvest 
season. This was an occasion to 
thank God for the gift of life, 
and the gift of Faith that makes 
us aware of our dependence on 
God. Apart from elaborate 
feasting, the Festival involved 
an abundance of blessings, - of 
individuals, families, houses - 
and everywhere with much 
sprinkling and splashing of 
water. Fr Diaz writes, “It was 
really inspiring to see hundreds 
of people waiting along the 
road outside their houses with 
so much excitement and faith, 
waiting to be blessed. Nobody 
went home dry and sad, as 
everybody received what they 
asked for: blessing through 
water.”
Such celebrations have 

contributed to the modest but 
steady growth of the Church in 
Cambodia. Recently our 
missionaries witnessed 61 
young adults from various 
parishes advance to the second 
stage of their Christian 
initiation; they had been under 
instruction for a year, and hope 
to be baptized at the next Easter 
Vigil.

8 9

In the Autumn/Winter 2019 
issue of the Advocate we 
reported on the new MHM 
mission in Cambodia. Fr Jacob 
Chilka from India, Fr Glenn Diaz 
from the Philippines are the two 
Mill Hill pioneers - assigned to 
the Apostolic Prefecture of 
Battambang, under the 
leadership of Mgr Enrique 
Figaredo Alvagonzalez S.J. (from 
Spain.) In this predominantly 
Buddhist country (95%) 
Christians form only a tiny 
minority. Missionary efforts 
must be sensitive to the rich 
cultural traditions of the people, 
and our young missionaries are 
spending their first years 
learning the language, Khmer, 
and learning too how the artistic 
and cultural heritage can be 
utilised in the service of the 
Gospel. 
Already, the use of drama and 

traditional festivals has borne 
great fruit in introducing the 
Cambodian people to the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. The Bible 
has been translated into the 
Khmer language. This country of 
14 million (50% under the age of 
20) is still recovering from the 
ravages of the murderous regime 
of Pol Pot which was followed by 
conflict with Vietnam and then 
a civil war. During this time 
millions of people lost their 
lives, buildings were destroyed, 

The priests administer the water blessing. Artistic and cultural heritage is celebrated.

Mgr Figaredo sprinkling the faithful. The streets are awash with vibrant colours.

61 young candidates prepare for Baptism. A time for family and friends to enjoy 
elaborate feasts together.
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For four years the Cameroon military 
have been engaged in armed conflict 
with the Amba boys. Atrocities have 
been committed by both sides. 
Attempts at peace-talks have got 
nowhere. Meanwhile the economy 
of the two provinces has been 
devastated. Schools have been 
forced to close, students unable to 
take their examinations. Villages 
have been destroyed, three thousand 
people have been killed, half a 
million people have sought refuge 
in other parts of the country or in 
neighbouring Nigeria. Most people 
depend on the produce of their 
small farms - particularly on maize 
(‘corn’). The corn planted earlier 
this year was growing well, but the 
military ordered that all crops 
should be destroyed because the 
rebels were using them to hide in 

and to stage ambushes of the 
soldiers. The Bishops have repeatedly 
called for the genuine grievances of 

the Anglophones to be listened 
to by Government. The best 
hope is that the original Federal 
system of government can be 
restored, and the Anglophones 
allowed a certain degree of 
autonomy.
The attack on the hospital at 

Shisong on June 30th 2020 
was not the first. Other 
hospitals run by the Sisters 
have likewise been attacked. 
Repeatedly the Sisters have 
tried to explain to both sides 
that their mission is to defend, 
protect, and care for life, 
treating patients irrespective of 

their political, social, or religious 
background.

Cameroon Sisters 
under threat

“You liars, thieves, prostitutes…We will teach you a lesson today…
We will destroy you all and this entire village.” The soldiers had 

attacked the Catholic Hospital in Shisong, in the Diocese of 
Kumbo, in Northwest Cameroon and threatened the Sisters and 

patients. “I can shoot you” cried the commander to Sr Gloria 
Wirba. The soldiers kicked-in the doors to the wards where 

seriously ill patients were lying in terror. They forced their way 
into the surgical unit where an emergency operation was in 

progress. They were searching for ‘Amba boys’ i.e. members of the 
breakaway group who want the two English-speaking provinces of 

Cameroon to become the independent country of ‘Ambazonia’.

Shisong Hospital, Kumbo, as well as others, 
came under attack from the military.

Staff were physically threatened and 
surgery was interrupted.



‘Hermano 
Gregorio’ 
Doctor to 
the poor

Often schools are also the victim 

of attacks by the military.
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St Elizabeth’s Catholic General 
Hospital, Shisong, was opened by 
the Franciscan Sisters in 1935. In 
1954 a School of Health Sciences was 
opened to train registered nurses, 
laboratory technicians, midwives 
and nursing assistants. In 2002 they 
opened a diagnostic cardiology 
department. It evolved into a fully-
fledged Cardiac Centre in 2009 - the 
only one in the whole country. The 
hospital has a sterling reputation, 
but is caught between the two 
factions.
In 2018 the ambulance of the 

Cardiac Centre was stolen with its 
very expensive equipment and 
medication - amounting to about 
$150,000. Negotiations to recover 
the ambulance failed. In the same 
year the ambulance at the Sisters’ 
hospital at Njinikom was set on fire 
and all its equipment and medication 
destroyed. The Doctor, nurses, and a 
Sister, were beaten and made to walk 
five kilometres without shoes. The 

Director of the hospital in Ntasen-
Bamenda was kidnapped by the 
Amba boys for two days. They 
demanded a ransom of about $6,000. 
Some of the Sisters’ other Health 
Centres have been forced to close.

Pray for a peaceful and just end 
to the conflict.

The doctors, nurses and staff from the 
hospital and other medical facilities have 

often been attacked.

We visited the Isla Trinitaria - a huge 
swampy island in the middle of the River 
Guyas, where Fr Frank was soon to move to 
establish a new parish. We travelled around 
the city in the battered cars that served as 
shared taxis. One day we took a taxi to the big 
bus station at the city’s edge, and travelled 
down to the coast where we swam in the 
warm Pacific Ocean. 

In November 1991, as a member 
of the General Council of the 
Society, I made my first visit 
to our mission in Guayaquil 
Ecuador. Fr Frank Smith gave me 
a great welcome to this great dusty 
industrial and port city.

13

by Fr Bill Tollan mhm
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Everywhere I went I kept seeing 
images of a smartly-dressed man in 
a dark suit and tie; he had a 
moustache and wore a large trilby 
hat. His picture was displayed on 
the dashboard of taxis and buses 
and private cars; little plastic 
statues and ‘holy pictures’ of him 
were on sale at street-stalls, and 
outside the churches. I learned 
that he was revered as 
‘Hermano Gregorio’, 
or Brother Gregory; 
he had been a 
m e d i c a l 
doctor in 
Venezuela, 
and was 
r e n o w n e d 
for his 
concern for 
the poor, and 
especially for 
his ministry 
during the Spanish 
flu pandemic that 
raged just after the First 
World War. Jose Gregorio 
Hernandez was born in 1864; he 
died in 1919 after being struck by a 
car. He had graduated as a medical 
doctor in 1888, and studied various 
fields of medicine in Paris. He tried 
his vocation as a priest, but was 
thwarted first by the dictatorial 
government and later by poor 
health. He became a secular 
Franciscan and dedicated himself 
to teaching medicine and religious 

practice. In the spirit of St Francis 
he ministered especially to the 
poor, treating them for free, and 
often buying their medicines.
After his death his fame spread 

rapidly among the Northern 
Andean countries of Venezuela, 
Colombia, and Ecuador.
His intercession was sought by 

the sick especially. The current 
Covid pandemic, and the 

six-year economic 
collapse have 

brought havoc to 
the people of 
V e n e z u e l a , 
and especially 
to the poor. 
V e n e z u e l a 
has the 
w o r l d ’ s 

h i g h e s t 
hyperinflation 

rate, and there is a 
shortage of basic 

goods, and particularly 
of medical materials. The 

intercession of Brother Gregory 
has intensified with the Covid 
pandemic.
The announcement on June 22nd 

2020 that Brother Herman is to be 
declared ‘Blessed’ has brought 
great joy to the people. The Church 
of La Candelaria in Caracas (capital 
of Venezuela) where the remains 
of Brother Gregory are located, 
celebrated with fireworks and a 
prayer vigil.

Four great dreams for

AMAZONIA
In his Apostolic Letter following on the Synod on the 

Amazon, Pope Francis outlines his vision for the 
Peoples of the Region, and for the Region itself.
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• An Amazon region that fights 
for the rights of the poor, the 
original peoples and the least of 
our brothers and sisters, where 
their voices can be heard and 
their dignity advanced.

• An Amazon region that can 
preserve its distinctive cultural 
riches, where the beauty of our 
humanity shines forth in so 
many varied ways.

• An Amazon region that can 
jealously preserve its 
overwhelming natural beauty 
and the superabundant life 
teeming in its rivers and forests.

• Christian communities capable 
of generous commitment, 
incarnate in the Amazon region, 
and giving the Church new 
faces with Amazonian features.

Below: Pope Francis attends a prayer service 
at the start of the first session Synod of 
Bishops for the Amazon at the Vatican.

The beautiful Swat Valley 
in peaceful times.

Mission in the 
Himalayas
Fr Tom’s 50 Years in Pakistan
Irish MHM Fr Tom Rafferty has spent 50 years working in a very difficult 
and dangerous area of Pakistan. “Since 2001 the first people I greet 
every morning,” he writes, are “the police who stand guard over our 
church in Nowshera.” Recently he celebrated his Golden Jubilee with his 
people and colleagues in Pakistan; the Covid pandemic has prevented 
him doing so at home. In this article, based on his writings, he gives 
precious insights into his extraordinary life as a missionary.
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Fr. Tom arrived in the Diocese of 
Islamabad/Rawalpindi, Pakistan, in 
January 1971. His first appointment 
was to the Catholic village Josephabad, 
where Fr. Toon Vaneman was parish 
priest. In 1973, the prolonged 
monsoon rains caused massive 
flooding in the Punjab. Josephabad 
was marooned. Fr. Vaneman was struck 
down with Typhoid and Hepatitis, and 
went back to Holland for treatment 
and rest.

Tom was now on his own and with 
the help of local people and funds 

from people at home, he started to 
reconstruct the village, roads and 
bridges. When this was done, 118 
one-roomed houses were built with 
bricks - not mud as it was with the 
previous houses. A tractor and plough 
were purchased so that the people 
could get the crops in on time. 
Electricity for the village was next on 
the agenda, and this was 
accomplished by the time Tom went 
on his first home-leave in 1975. On 
his return, Tom continued his 
ministry in parishes, building up 

relatively young churches.
As a missionary more in the line of St. 

Paul, Tom was surprised and delighted 
when in 1987 he was set free from 
parish work in order to explore the 
possibilities for mission in the far 
Northern Areas of Pakistan. He spent 
weeks on end roaming in the 
Himalayas searching for, and finding, 
pockets of Christians. His experience 
convinced him of the need to promote 
the missionary spirit of the local 
church. So on the 3rd of July 1988, the 
Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, Patron 

of Pakistan, Tom together with Sr. Iris 
Gill founded the Missionary Sisters of 
St. Thomas the Apostle (MST). Tom 
was requested to take over Nowshera 
parish and to have it as the centre for 
the newly formed community, which 
was involved in missionary outreach in 
the far Northern Areas of Pakistan.

After the Nine/Eleven 
Attacks in New York
In 2001, with the attack on the Twin 
Towers of the World Trade Centre, 

‘nine-eleven’ became a household 
word. The Mill Hill priests were quick 
to see the gathering storm clouds, and 
realised that they might well be living 
uncomfortably close to the area where 
retribution on Al-Quida would surely 
be taken by America, and could also 
recognize the possible serious 
implications for the safety of the 
Christian people and churches. They 
were determined not to desert the 
flock in a time of crisis and danger. 
Therefore, it was decided that they 
would stay put and remain at their 

various posts. However, on Sunday 
the 28th of October of that same year, 
an attack on the Catholic Church in 
Bahawalpur left sixteen Christians 
dead and several more severely 
injured. Since that date, the police 
have been stationed in the Nowshera 
church compound giving round the 
clock protection. 

 On the morning of October the 8th 
2005, a massive earthquake struck the 
Northern parts of Pakistan. The 
earthquake was the deadliest natural 
disaster in the country’s history. Entire 

villages and towns were wiped from 
the face of the earth. In Balakot, a 
sparsely populated area, 85,000 people 
died, including more than 17,000 
children, and over two million were 
left injured and homeless. Although 
badly shaken themselves, Tom and 
the Sisters were soon on the road and 
visited the refugee camps to distribute 
blankets, bedding, food and milk. 
There were so many people there with 
broken bones and compound factures 
in the makeshift tent hospitals.

Death and destruction in 
the beautiful valleys
Over the years, what has gone on in 
Afghanistan only served to drive the 
Taliban and Al-Qaida over the border 
into Pakistan, where gradually they 
began to dream of taking over this 
country also? Unfortunately, the 
dream became, for a short time, a 
reality in Nowshera parish. The parish 
of Nowshera is roughly an area the 
same size as Ireland, with the great 
difference that the Himalayas run 

Fr Tom celebrating his Jubilee with fellow mhms. Mardan church procession - with Fr. Tom. Parishioners joining the celebration.
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through the greater part of it; the 
parish contains within its 
boundaries seven of the highest 
mountains in the world! Exotic you 
may say, but in 2007, the local 
Taliban made these beautiful valleys 
places of unrest, fear, sounds of 
firing, bomb blasts, people beheaded 
and slaughtered - all in the name of 
God! The most prominent school in 
the Swat valley was lost, when the 
militants bombed, looted and gutted 
the Presentation Convent School in 
Sangota. Forty-three years of solid 
missionary work by the Irish 
Presentation Sisters was wiped out, 
perhaps forever, with the push of a 
button.
At this time, Tom and the Sisters 

were going in and out of the Valley 
of Swat, depending on how safe it 
was to do so. The governing and 
dispensing of justice in the Swat 
area was simply handed over to the 
Taliban, and they took full 
advantage by invading a new area, 
Buner. It was then that the Pakistani 
Military got serious with the 
Militants and drove them out of 
Buner and Swat. Once again, Tom 
with his assistant priest, Fr. Amer, 
and the Sisters got involved in 
helping the people in the refugee 
camps, in the record-breaking 
temperatures that was the summer 
of 2009.

Another disaster and now 
relative peace
In 2010 after many days of 
torrential rain, the floodgates of the 
Warzak Dam Peshawar were opened 
with little warning, sending a 
tsunami like flood down the already 
swollen Qabul River. Nowshera in 
its path was inundated, ending up 

under ten feet of water. Many lives 
both human and animal were lost. 
Miraculously the old walls of the 
Nowshera church compound held 
back the high waters and the 
compound became something of a 
Noah’s Ark, a refuge for people and 
many kinds of drenched animals. 
Tom and the Sisters were 
immediately reaching out once 
again to bring aid to stricken 
people. 
Fr. Tom says, “Aid in all the times 

of disaster came from the generosity 
of the Irish People and from Church 
Organizations. It has helped us rise 
again, build back people’s lives, 
build back their houses, drag them 
through dark winters, bind up their 
wounds, clothe and feed them. 
Through it all, we thank God for his 
Divine Mercy and constant 
protection from violence, bomb and 
bullet, danger where you live and 
danger when you travel. We thank 
God in these days of relative peace 
to be able to leave the 99 once again 
and go in search of the isolated.”

‘The Apostleship 
of the Sea’
‘Stella Maris’ Celebrates its Centenary

‘Stella Maris’, or ‘The Apostleship of the Sea’ (AOS) 
as it also known, was founded in Glasgow in 1920. 
It operates in 90 countries throughout the world. 
Mill Hill has been involved with Stella Maris over the 
years: the late Fr John Maguire mhm and Fr Paul 
Boagey mhm were chaplains in Tilbury and the Port 
of London. Earlier, in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s MHM’s cared 
for Stella Maris in Montevideo in Uruguay. One of 
these was Fr Padberg who had been chaplain to the 
Free Dutch Navy during World War II. Another was 
fellow Liverpudlian Fr Steve Deegan, former POW of 
the Japanese in the Philippines.

by Fr John Doran mhm
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More recently, several MHM’s have 
gone as chaplains on cruises with 
Cunard and P&O – especially over 
Christmas and Holy Week.
Here are a few facts and figures 

from Stella Maris’ work in Britain 
for 2018:

• Ships visited by chaplains and 
lay-helpers: 10,048

• Seafarers helped: 221,056

• Port Chaplains: 20

• Masses said on board: 83

• Volunteer ship visitors: 115

• Hospital visits by seafarers 
with AOS: 146

• Phone and internet help to 
seafarers: 2,331

• Help with transport: 1,805

• ‘Faith Resources’ provided: 
2,894

• Cruise chaplains at sea for 
(combined) days: 212

The income of the Stella Maris is 
just over £1.5 million a year, 
coming from donations, grants, 
and legacies. That money goes to 
support 20 chaplains in 61 ports. 
This has helped support Stella 
Maris in Canada, Jamaica, 
Seychelles, South Africa and 
Ukraine.

50% of seafarers in the world are 
Christians – 33% Catholics, 17% 
Protestant.
When I was a boy in the 1950’s I 

met my first non-white people 
when my Dad, a docker, brought 
three or four Goan (Indian) 
seamen to breakfast one Sunday 
morning. They had probably met 
at Mass. I remembered that 
morning when I found myself 
with Goan and Indian crew on the 

P&O liner, Aurora, over Christmas 
and New Year 2019/20.
With 2,000 passengers and 500 

crew there was plenty to do. We 
sailed from Southampton into the 
last storm of 2019, with 100 mph 
gusts, and a gale-force 12/13. It 
lasted for three days, until we were 
off Lisbon.
Medical corner (in case you 

experience such a 
storm!): wrist-
bands? The jury is 
still out…though 
they worked for 
me. Some people 
said it was ‘all in 
the mind’. 
Ginger? This 
seems to be the 
anti-seasickness 
remedy that 
everyone 
recommends, 
from ‘old sea dogs’ 
to first time ‘cruisers’ from the 
Home Counties. Maybe I’ll try it 
next time.
The voyage had us crossing the 

Bay of Biscay three times, and 
visiting the Canary Islands and 
Madeira. A brief visit to Lisbon on 
Christmas Eve…and the 
Franciscans allowed us to celebrate 

Mass over the spot where St 
Anthony of Padua was born. This 
was all arranged by the Goan and 
Indian crew-members.
Midnight Mass at sea for between 

300 and 400 people, including 
many non-Catholic passengers. 
The latter came for a blessing at 
Communion-time. But when I ran 
out of sacred hosts I did 

something I’d 
never done before: 
I embraced – 
deliberately but 
gently – everyone 
in the line who 
continued to come 
up to me. By the 
end of Holy 
Communion 
many of us had 
tears in our eyes.
Back to Glasgow, 

1920, where and 
when it all began. 

At that time ships took days to 
unload and the crew often had to 
find lodgings ashore in seedy 
dock-side hostels or ‘houses of ill 
repute’. So the Stella Maris 
provided cheap, handy, and safe 
accommodation for seamen.
But that age has passed in many 

parts of the world, where 
Charles Stuart Regional Port Chaplain, 

Southampton.



Many thanks to all who support the Silver Circle. 
Your help is greatly appreciated, and contributes to supporting 

our missionary work.

Congratulations to them all.

Silver Circle Winners
January 162 G. Campbell  £25 144 Anthony Gallagher  £15 347 Ann McDonald  £10

February 339 Theresa Pearce  £25 264 R. McDonald  £15 111 Mary Hughes  £10

March 365 W. J. Robb  £25 298 Mrs C. Russel  £15 366 Mrs E. Shaloo  £10

May 93 Fox £25 200 McKay  £15 40 O’Kane £10

July 355 Mark Connolly  £25 95 Agnes Stewart  £15 285 William Harris  £10

August 139 John McGarry  £25 231 Agnes McGuire  £15 105 Patricia O’Donnell  £10
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containerised cargoes are 
unloaded in hours and ships 
‘turned round’ with a new 
cargo and put back out to 
sea. So, instead of seafarers 
finding the Stella Maris 
hostels, chaplains and 
volunteers go and find them 
aboard ship in the few hours 
they are in port.
The crew in our liner last 

December included British, 
Irish, American, Spanish, 
Brazilian, Portuguese, Croatians, 
Serbs, Ukrainians, Russians, Poles, 
Filipinos, Indians, Goans, Nepalese, 
Sri Lankans, Pakistanis, and South 
Africans (black and white.) Many 
were Catholics, especially the 
Goans and Keralese from India, the 
Filipinos, and East Europeans. P&O 
and Cunard ask the AOS to provide 
Catholic chaplains especially for 
Christmas and Holy Week. While 
aboard the chaplains are classed as 
‘crew’.
The work of Stella Maris is very 

‘missionary’ in lots of ways, and as 
usual, the missionaries are 
evangelised by those we go to.
Pope Francis has instituted a new 

Feast in the Church’s calendar: the 
last Thursday of September will be 
celebrated as the Feast of Mary, Star 

of the Sea. Stella 
Maris has 
commissioned a 
special icon of 
Mary with that 
title.
Sadly, the Covid 

pandemic has 
forced the 
postponement of 
the 25th World 
Congress, 
although there is a 
Mass in St Mungo’s Church, 
Glasgow on Sunday 04, October 
which will be live-streamed.

Inevitably, the work of Stella 
Maris chaplains and others has 
been restricted, but they are still 
helping seafarers in a host of 
different ways. 

For details on how to participate 
in the live-streamed Mass, please 
see Stella Maris’ website: 
https://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.
uk / 
or
Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/StellaMarisorg/ nearer 
the time.

If you would like any more 
information on Stella Maris, 
please contact
Euan McArthur, Scotland 
Development Officer, on 
07720 093155
or
euan.mcarthur@
stellamarismail.org

Fr John Doran mhm.

Chaplain Deacon Joe O’Donnell with seafarers. While aboard the Chaplains are classed as ‘crew’.
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on the text in Luke 4:18: “He 
has sent me to bring the good 
news to the poor, to proclaim 
liberty to captives, and to the 
blind new sight, to set the 
downtrodden free, to proclaim 
the Lord’s year of favour.”
Clearly to the left of the seated 

Jesus is a figure of a Black person 
praying for help, the chains of 
slavery hanging from his wrists. 
The first mission entrusted to 
the new missionary society was 
to the Afro-American population 
of the Diocese of Baltimore, 
USA. Fr Vaughan travelled 
widely in the American South in 
preparation for the new mission, 
and witnessed the aftermath of 
the Civil War – particularly the 
plight of the recently-freed 
slaves. He was a keen observer 
who drew on the experiences of 
many to try to realise his dreams. 
Our missionaries committed 
themselves to work exclusively 
for the Black population of the 
United States. Before leaving Mill 
Hill in late 1871 the new missionaries 
made a special public promise in these 
words: “To render my work more 
amply fruitful, I promise and vow that 
I will show myself a father and servant 
to the African-American people. I will 
undertake no other work whatsoever 
which could lead me in any way to 
neglect or give up this special service.”
Fr Vaughan made a second visit to 

USA in January 1875 for the first 
General Chapter of the Society in 
Baltimore. Again he travelled widely 
to prepare for further expansion of the 
Society’s work. What he saw of the 
treatment by white Catholics of Afro-
Americans shocked him. He wrote to 
his friend Lady Elizabeth Herbert, “the 

dislike of Americans for the negroes far 
exceeds in intensity anything I had 
expected.” After some years other 
missions, in Asia and later in Africa, 
were entrusted to the Society by the 
Holy See. From the original MHM’s 
was born a new Society devoted 
exclusively to work among Afro-
Americans: they became known as the 
Josephites, and expanded their work 
throughout the American South. In 
1993 they celebrated one hundred 
years of service to the Black 
community. They are still proud of 
their origins at Mill Hill, and of our 
common founder – Cardinal Herbert 
Vaughan.
The Josephites began to recruit Afro-

Parishioners join the BLM Protests.

Taking the Knee for the 
Disinherited 

Catholics and Racism
Over the last year, following the 
unlawful killing of black people by 
police in USA, the ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
movement has surfaced all over the 
world. Leading sportsmen have ‘taken 
a knee’ in support of the movement. 
There have been noisy demonstrations 
in all our big cities here in U.K. with 
many public monuments being 
attacked as relics of a system of grave 
injustice that continues to poison our 
social fabric today. As Catholic 
Christians we ought to be in the 
forefront of asserting the equal rights 
of all people regardless of race or creed. 
Sadly, this has not been the case. As 
Mill Hill Missionaries, and as friends 
of our Society, we have a particular 
reason for being actively involved in 
the struggle for justice and equality. 
The first mission entrusted by the 
Holy See to St Joseph’s Missionary 
Society was to work with the recently 
emancipated Afro-American slaves in 
USA.
Between 1871 and 2006 thousands 

of young men passed under the image 

shown above as they entered the main 
door of St Joseph’s College, Mill Hill, 
London. Fr Herbert Vaughan had 
begun the new missionary society in 
March 1866; the cornerstone of a new 
chapel was laid on March 19th 1871, 
and the new College was built. The 
stone relief above the main entrance 
was the work of James Forsyth RA: it 
shows a seated Jesus with figures 
representing the oppressed of the 
world in the late 19th century. The 
scene was inspired by the Dutch-
French artist Ary Scheffer, in his 1851 
painting “Christus Consolator”, based 

Baltimore Beginnings.
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• The 19th General Chapter 
of St Joseph’s Missionary 
Society, planned to take place 
in Nairobi in June this year, 
had to be postponed because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Chapter would have reviewed the 
work of the Society throughout 
the world, elected a new General 
Council to lead the Society, and 
planned its work over the next 
five years. Canonical advice was 
received from Rome as to how 
we were to proceed: the present 
Council members should remain 
in post, and the Chapter should 
be postponed until the Pandemic 
has been brought under control. 
Recently it was announced that 
the Chapter would now take 
place in England in June/July 
2021.

• Seven new Mill Hill 
Missionaries have been 
ordained priests this year: three 
from Cameroon, two from the 
Philippines, and one each from 
Congo and Malaysia. Fr Herman 
Mejuan, from the Diocese 
of Kota Kinabalu, is the first 
Malaysian MHM.

• In India our missionaries have 
returned to the Hindu holy 
city of Varanasi on the banks 
of the Ganges. For a number 
of years Fr Frans Baartmans 
mhm, an expert in Hinduism, 
had lived and worked here 

and established an ashram and 
garden-project. The Bishop is 
keen for the MHM’s to open a 
prayer centre, and be engaged 
in social work among the poor 
of the area. This will then 
open the way to direct primary 
evangelisation.

• In New York, USA, three of 
our MHM’s have been assigned 
to a parish in White Plains and 
to engage in pastoral ministry 
– especially among the many 
Spanish-speaking Catholics, 
mainly Mexicans. They face 
many major social problems 
arising from unemployment, 
drug addiction, homelessness, 
and criminality.

• In spite of the limitations 
imposed by the worldwide 
Covid-19 Pandemic, students in 
our various formation houses 
in Cameroon, Kenya, Uganda, 
India, and the Philippines have 
somehow managed to continue 
their studies. 

• Parish in Sunderland: 
The Bishop of Hexham and 
Newcastle has invited Mill Hill 
to take over an inner-city parish 
in the Northeast. Many of our 
members, and much of the 
support for our work, has come 
from this part of the country. 
The Mill Hill team will continue 
our Northeast connections, and 
provide a multi-cultural flavour 
to the Church there.

MILL HILL NEWSAmerican members but faced grave 
obstacles when they were to be 
deployed in ministry as priests. A 1991 
book about the Josephites’ history is 
significantly entitled “Desegregating 
the Altar.” A Los Angeles Times 
reviewer commented that in the late 
19th century “the chances of a black 
man becoming a Roman Catholic 
Priest were right up there with a rich 
man’s getting into heaven.” The 
reviewer continued to say that this was 
not the view of the Josephites. It was 
“the lonely struggle these few 
Josephites undertook to foster equality 
at the altar which is the thrust of 
‘Desegregating the Altar’.”
John Slattery was an American Mill 

Hill Missionary who studied at St 
Joseph’s College, Mill Hill, and was 
appointed to the American mission. 
Later he became Provincial and a 
champion for racial equality. It was he 
who engineered the ordination of the 
first Black men in the United States. 
Later, as leader of the independent 
Josephites he became embittered at 
the lack of progress towards equality 
for all. Sadly, he left the Church and 
despairingly wrote: “there is no hope 
of reforming the Catholic Church” 
about racism. “The stand of the 
Catholic Church towards the negro is 
sheer dishonesty.” Nonetheless, it was 
the specialised ministry to Blacks of 
the missionaries from Mill Hill and the 
Josephites, including Slattery, that 
eventually brought in a better day.
One of the great Afro-American Civil 

Rights leaders and Congressman was 
John Lewis who died on July 17th 
2020. In a speech shortly before his 
death he called on a new generation to 
learn the lessons of the past. “The 
truth does not change…the answers 
worked out long ago can help you find 

solutions to the challenges of our 
time…I urge you to answer the highest 
calling of your heart, and stand up for 
what your truly believe.”
In an address at Notre Dame 

University in August 2020 Afro-
American Archbishop Wilton Gregory, 
of Washington DC, called on US 
Bishops to do more to facilitate 
interaction between Catholics of 
different races. Such interaction is 
about setting up conversations that 
‘speak the truth in love’, he said. It’s 
about the possibility of understanding 
another person’s very different 
experience. It’s not about saying ‘I’m a 
bad person’. It’s about saying ‘I’m a 
person that needs conversion.’
Another outstanding Afro-American 

was Howard Thurman who in 1949 
wrote a book entitled “Jesus and the 
Disinherited.” His lifelong work was to 
present the Gospel as a ‘manual of 
resistance for the poor and 
disenfranchised’. His message helped 
shape the civil rights movement. His 
book concludes: “When people look 
into the face of Jesus they see etched 
the glory of their own possibilities, 
and their hearts whisper, ‘Thank you, 
and thank God.’”
American MHM Fr Bob O’Neil, 

author of a major biography of 
Cardinal Vaughan, concludes a long 
essay on which this article is based as 
follows: “Vaughan’s example of 
courage, inspiration, and leadership, 
might also remind us to read and be 
inquisitive about the past, recognizing 
that we cannot impose our 
understanding on the confusion of 
their age. And like Fr Vaughan did as a 
young man to “answer the highest 
calling of your heart and stand up for 
what you truly believe.”



Obituaries
LET US PRAY FOR OUR DEAD

Recently deceased Mill Hill 
Missionaries

Fr Thomas Keogan, aged 95 - 
from Ireland; had worked in 
Malaysia

Fr Robert Staunton, aged 85 - 
from Ireland; had worked in 
Kenya; died of Covid

Fr Willem van Leeuwen, aged 
94 - from the Netherlands; had 
worked in Uganda

Fr Owen Grant, aged 80 - from 
England; had worked in Malaysia 
and Kenya; died of Covid

Fr John Sweeney - see separate 
Obituary below

Fr Rene Graat, aged 74 - from 
the Netherlands; had worked in 
Congo; died of Covid

Fr James O’Donoghue, aged 85 
- from Ireland; had worked in the 
Philippines; died of Covid

Brother Albert Rottensteiner, 
aged 86 - from Tirol; had worked 
in Malaysia

Fr Alphonse Geerts, aged 89 - 
from the Netherlands; had worked 
in Uganda and Kenya

Fr Hermann Gufler, aged 78 - 
from Tirol; had worked in 
Cameroon

Fr Cornelius Koning, aged 92- 
from the Netherlands; had worked 
in Uganda

Fr Alois Mitterer, aged 95 - from 
Tirol; had worked in Cameroon

Missionary from the Royal 
Burgh of Rutherglen: 
Fr John Sweeney 1930 - 2020

Fr John was 
proud of his 
origins in 
Rutherglen, but 
also of his Irish 
ancestry. His 
older brother 
Martin also 
became a Mill Hill Missionary; his 
sister Roma was a highly-respected 
District Nurse in Rutherglen. John 
attended the 
St Columkille’s Primary School, and 
went on to Our Lady’s High School 
in Motherwell where he completed 
his secondary education. He 
decided he wanted to be a 
missionary, so studied at our 
Colleges in Roosendaal, the 
Netherlands, and Mill Hill, London. 
After ordination in 1953 (he had 

to obtain special permission to be 
ordained at the early age of 23), he 
was appointed to Glasgow 
University where he obtained an 

M.A. He was then appointed to 
teach in our Minor Seminary in 
Freshfield until 1965 when he was 
appointed to Uganda - as teacher 
and chaplain in Namilyango 
College. From 1980 he also became 
prison chaplain, and worked on the 
National Justice and Peace 
Commission. 
Later he taught in Namasagali 

College, while continuing with his 
prison chaplaincy work. He 
endured the hardships of the Idi 
Amin dictatorship, and on one 
occasion found himself having to 
welcome the feared President when 
his helicopter landed in the College 
grounds for an unannounced visit. 
After the fall of Amin John kept in 
touch with the Englishman Bob 
Astles - who had been imprisoned 
for his controversial links with the 
regime. 
John finally left his beloved 

Uganda in 2007 and became 
chaplain in Nazareth House, 
Bonnyrigg. In 2013 he joined his 
brother Martin who was retired in 
Freshfield (Merseyside), and 
experiencing ill health. After long 
lives of missionary service in East 
Africa the two brothers were able to 
spend their last years together. 
Martin died in 25 January 2016. 
John remained a lively member of 
the retirement community until he 
fell victim to Covid-19 and died on 
Holy Thursday, 9th April 2020. May 
he now rest in God’s peace.

Recently Deceased Friends 
and Benefactors

Brother Norbert Simms 
(Glasgow) : Marist Brother who 
worked in Nigeria; he was 
involved in heroic relief work 
during the Biafran war; later he 
taught for some years in Bamenda, 
Cameroon; back in Scotland he 
was involved in pastoral work in St 
Alphonsus parish and in St Peter’s 
Partick.

Peter McLean (nephew of the 
late Fr James Meehan mhm)

Blanche Boland (Glasgow)

Mr and Mrs Donnelly (Airdrie)

Myles McGuire (brother of 
George, Chairman of the Friends 
of Mill Hill)

Mrs O’Neill (mother of former 
MHM Associate Tom O’Neill)

Mrs Kathleen McColgan 
(Cardonald)

James Mooney (brother of Fr 
Paul Mooney mhm)

Ewan Hedger (formerly of 
Rosneath and lately of Norfolk)

Patrick McFarland (brother-in-
law of Mr Neil Boyle)

Hugh Hastie (father of Fr Gerard 
Hastie mhm)

Mary Fox (sister-in-law of 
Fr Bernard Fox mhm)

Elizabeth Wishart (King’s Park, 
Glasgow)
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