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We are now in a position to accept donations by Credit or Debit Card. 
You can use this method by phoning our office: 01 412 7707 

Christmas Prayer
As we celebrate Christmas, we pray that the light 
of Christ will dispel the darkness of our hearts and 
minds and shine from our eyes like a candle in the 
window. 

May the celebration of Christ’s birth and the 
wonder of his presence bring joy and peace to us 
all. And may the new year bring many blessings. 
 CONTENTS
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From the 
Editor

“Let us give thanks to the Father who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in light. He has transferred us from 
the dominion of darkness and delivered 
us into the Kingdom of his beloved Son.” 

(Colossians 1:12-13)

Christ Our Light 

Over 5000 years ago, our ancestors 
erected an egg shaped holy mound 
at Newgrange in the Boyne valley 
in County Meath. It covers roughly 
an acre of ground and predates 
Stonehenge and the Pyramids. It was 
built as a passage tomb - a burial place. 
Light was and is a central feature of this 
Stone Age mound. To this day crowds 
gather there during the longest night of 
the year waiting for the dawn so that 
they can witness - weather permitting - 
the first rays of the sun penetrating the 
chamber through the small entrance 
shaft. The mound is designed in such 
a way that on that one morning of the 
year, December 21, the light enters 
through the narrow entrance to the 
chamber. This is the Winter Solstice - 
the shortest day in the year.  

The ancient Celts were not the only 
people to celebrate the importance 
of Light. Many other civilizations 
had popular feasts celebrating light 
overcoming darkness. The Romans 
celebrated a Festival of Light on 
December 25. This was happening 
long before the birth of Christ.  When 
the early Church began to grow and 
spread to Rome, the Christians very 
sensibly decided not to suppress the 

popular Roman Midwinter Festival of 
Light but to make it a Christian feast 
instead. December 25 was the day to 
celebrate the birth of Christ, the light of 
the world - Christmas.  And Christians 
in the East similarly transformed 
a feast of light into the feast of the 
Epiphany on January 6 – to celebrate 
the manifestation and revelation of 
God’s light and love. Thus the mystery 
of the Incarnation and the Epiphany 
stand together as Feasts celebrating 
God’s coming among us in Christ 
(Christmas) and showing himself as 
the Light (Epiphany) to all peoples 
represented by the Magi. 

So light features in a big way in 
various descriptions of Christmas and 
Epiphany, as Christ draws us out of 
darkness into his own wonderful light. 
Jesus himself said: “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” (John 8:12) And when 
Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the 
Temple, the elderly Simeon recognised 
the Infant as “a light to enlighten the 
nations and give glory to his people 
Israel.” (Luke 2:32) The prophet 
Isaiah announced: “The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those who lived in a land of 
deep shadow a great light has shone.” 
(Isaiah 9:1)

In this photograph, we see a beautiful work of art by the Dutch painter Petrus Van 
Schendel featuring St. Joseph with a lighting flame (torch) in front of him; he is 
walking beside Mary or slightly in front of her. He is staring intently ahead of him, 
moving forward in the light of the flame as if he is feeling his way. He is young 
and healthy looking, as is Mary who is holding a cloth in her hands and looking 
directly at it with her eyes downcast. No doubt, she has other things on her mind, 
as it is close to the birth of her child. It is as if she has complete trust in Joseph, 
staying close to him but letting him lead her forward to the right place with the 
help of the light. 

Mary is about to bring Jesus into the world, and Jesus is the True Light that draws 
us all out of darkness into his Wonderful Light. (C/f Photo credit and details on page 1)
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My missionary service in Cameroon 
ended in early March 2019. The 
ongoing war claimed the life of a Mill 
Hill Missionary companion and fellow 
Kenyan, Fr. Cosmas Ondari, mhm, 
who was shot dead on Nov 21st, 2018.  
There were many deaths among the 
people that I was serving. The violence 
compelled me to stop my missionary 
service and return to Kenya to cool off 
from the experience of war.

Five months of resting was a healing 
and renewing experience. It was a time 
to look at myself and to reflect on the 
two years and seven months of my 

priesthood and missionary service in 
Cameroon. It also enabled me to find 
ways in which the Lord of the mission 
has blessed me and go for mission again 
among the Basotho of South Africa.

The Townships
South Africa has a small number of 
Catholics. The communities of faith 
entrusted to my pastoral care live in 
townships that are linked by good 
roads. Unemployment is one of the 
major problems in these locations. 
People live in temporary houses walled 
and roofed with iron sheets (shacks). 
They are extremely cold in winter and 

hot in summer. The township dwellers 
sit along the main roads and streets to 
wait for the local council or farmers 
to hire them for a day’s work but most 
of the time, they fail and return home 
empty handed. Due to lack of jobs, 
many have to survive on one meal a 
day. Some young people have resorted 
to alcohol and drugs. Diabetes has 
increased among the elderly; there 
are diabetics who have lost their eye 
sight and legs. Life is difficult for the 
township dwellers but they are friendly 
and welcoming. Reaching out to them 
is always a learning experience. 

I witness the presence of Christ, his 
love active and alive in the mission. 
The good medical care given to the 
patients by the government suggests the 
healing hands of the Lord at work. It is 
a moving experience to meet a daughter 
who makes lots of sacrifices to care for 
her diabetic father, her two children 
and a brother, from the little income 
she gets from selling vegetables in the 
streets. Although the flock entrusted to 
my care is facing many challenges, I 
am not discouraged when I reach out 
to them. 

Those in need get food
I am aware too that the Lord of the 
mission is with me and accompanies 
me in the missionary efforts. I visit the 
sick every week to listen to them, to 
pray with them, and to give them Holy 
Communion. Those in need receive 
some food to sustain them. Visiting 
the people of God strengthens their 
faith and shows the compassion of 
Jesus. This culminates in the Sunday 

Eucharistic celebration in different 
mission stations in the parish.

Like other countries of the world, South 
Africa is experiencing secularism and 
its effects which leads people to drift 
away from God. Sunday masses are 
attended by the elderly and a limited 
number of youth. Bars and streets are 
crowded with youth on the days of 
worship. This calls for a missionary 
presence, a humble service of love 
and mercy that emanates from our 
rootedness in the Lord of the mission. 
Besides celebrating the sacraments, 
there is a need to reach out to the least 
of the brothers and sisters of Jesus who 
have fallen by the wayside. We try with 
loving care to help them to rediscover 
the love, mercy and the presence of 
Christ in their life challenges.

May the Lord bless us in our 
missionary vocation.
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Food and help for the needy

South Africa: Mission and 
Ministry to the Basotho
By Fr. Lawrence Otieno, mhm. 
(Lawrence is a Mill Hill Missionary from Kenya)

Guguletu Township - peoples’ homes
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Mill Hill Ireland’s 
Evolving Mission Role

500k chart 2014 to 2021

The colourful diagram shows the 
countries where Mill Hill missions 
received funds from the Irish region 
in the years between 2014 and 
2021. In eight years €4 million 
in mission support has been 
contributed. That support continues 
at €500,000 a year.  As you can 
see, the countries that receive the 
money are in Africa and Asia. We 
now have only one Irish Mill Hill 
missionary in these mission areas; 
Fr Denis P Hartnett from Ballyhooly, 
Co Cork, is in parish ministry in 
Sindh, Pakistan. We have, however, 
over 120 young African and Asian 
priests working in the countries 
listed in the diagram. The role of 
Mill Hill Ireland has evolved into 
supporting these younger members 
who are witnessing to Christ’s 
message, love and compassion, 
in some of the most remote areas 
of our world, where there is great 
need for food, medicine, education 
and other types of development aid. 
We have had articles in St Joseph’s 
Advocate about some of what 
is being done to bring help and 
hope to people that are struggling 

with poverty, disease, conflict and 
insecurity, and in more recent times 
the terrible consequences of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT PUT IN PLACE
Already back in 2013, a study 
of the future sustainability of the 
Irish Region was carried out. Our 
resources, including the money 
from fund raising, were carefully 
assessed and a plan for the future 
drawn up.  As well as ensuring there 
is enough money to care for our 
retired members, financial support 
structures for Mill Hill Missions in 
Africa and Asia were put in place. 
As a result, since 2014 the sum of 
€500,000 has been sent annually 
to the General Council at our Mill 
Hill headquarters in Maidenhead, 
England. The money is distributed 
by the General Council to fund 
projects in the needy areas where 
our members work. There is strict 
control and accountability in all this. 
There are also subsidies to provide 
for the needs of the members 
themselves in areas where there 
is little or no income. Some help 

has also been given to other 
Congregations and Dioceses with 
particular projects.

We hope to continue sending a 
substantial sum every year.

SPECIAL DONATIONS
In addition to the €500,000 a year 
that goes to Mill Hill headquarters, 
the Irish Region also sends special 
donations directly to the missions. 
These donations are sent to us by 
benefactors who specify a particular 
need that has been highlighted in 
articles in St Joseph’s Advocate. A 

good example of this is Ebukuya 
School Food Programme; in recent 
years, there has been a great 
response to articles about this.

You, our supporters, remain one of 
the main resources for the funds 
being sent to the missions. On 
behalf of all our Missionaries and 
the people they help, we want to 
thank you for your prayers and 
financial support. As a result of your 
generosity, our members continue 
to bring help and hope to some of 
the poorest and most marginalised 
people on earth. 



mill hill

Jubilee sunDay
sunday 24th July, 2022

St. Joseph’s House, Dublin
Jubilee Sunday was a very happy occasion for the Jubilarians with some family 
members present, as well as a number of their Mill Hill colleagues. Very sadly, Fr. Bart 
Daly was taken ill and hospitalised the week after the celebrations and passed away 
in Wexford hospital on the 6th of August. May his gentle soul rest in eternal peace.  
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Left to right: Fr. John Ambrose (Diamond), Fr. Paddy Molloy (Golden),
Fr. Tony Murphy (Diamond), Fr. Bart Daly (Diamond – now deceased), Fr. Jim O’Connell (Golden) Fr. Tony Murphy (3rd left) with his family

Fr. Pat Molloy (2nd right)with his family

Fr. John Ambrose (centre) with his family

Fr. Jim O’Connell (back right) with his family
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Cardinal Herbert Vaughan came from 
an extraordinary family. His father, 
John, who belonged to an old English 
Catholic family, had studied in Paris. 
His mother, Eliza, a convert, is said to 
have prayed every day that her children 
would become priests or nuns. Eleven 
out of the thirteen did; six of her eight 
sons were ordained priests and all five of 
her daughters entered the religious life. 

It was at their home in Courtfield, 
near Ross-on Wye, that her eldest son 
Herbert, born in 1832, first began to 
think of life as a missionary. He was 
ordained in 1854. Within a few years, he 
had convinced Cardinal Wiseman and 
the Bishops to agree to his proposal to 
build a seminary in England that would 
train priests to serve on the missions. 

This was the first step in founding ‘St. 
Joseph’s Missionary Society of Mill 
Hill’ (The Mill Hill Missionaries). Mill 
Hill is the place in North West London 
where Herbert Vaughan started his 
Missionary Society in 1866 and built St. 
Joseph’s College as the training place 

for his future missionaries. He chose St. 
Joseph to be the patron of his Missionary 
Society. He wanted the members to be in 
the care of this great saint, who would be 
their guardian and protector.

An impressive legacy of  
service and love

“Fading photos of a stiff Victorian 
clergyman belie the sheer drive, impact 
and energy of Herbert Vaughan. A holy 
and pious man, and great retreat giver, 
he was a hugely successful fundraiser 
and leader – yet a man who wept for 
his shortcomings while celebrating 
Mass… His life was never secure due 
to a life-long heart condition. At heart 
a missionary, he was a seminary rector, 
a bishop, a journalist, a gifted and shy 
communicator – Vaughan has left an 
impressive legacy of service and love.” 
(Fr Robert O’Neil – back cover of CTS 
booklet, 2017)

“Founding a missionary society would 
be the achievement of a lifetime for 
most people but Cardinal Vaughan has 
a wide ranging legacy. He shepherded 

the people of Salford for twenty years 
and fought strenuously for Catholic 
Education. He established the Catholic 
Missionary Society and the Crusade 
of Rescue. He set up The Catholic 
Truth Society and the Catholic Social 
Union. He built Westminster Cathedral, 
a powerful symbol of the Catholic 
Church’s presence at the heart of 
London. This astonishing life of action 
and achievement was based on a rock-
like faith. After his death, the Cardinal’s 
brother, Fr Bernard Vaughan, spoke of 
how his brother’s life was a beautiful 
fusion of prayer and labour. He also 
said that Cardinal Vaughan brought 
all his decisions to the Lord and then 
from prayer he would arise like a giant 
refreshed from sleep, saying I must be 
about my Father’s business.” (Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols)

“Herbert Vaughan was a holy and pious 
man, who spent two hours a day in 

prayer, and was painfully aware of his 
many faults. He was a shy man who 
upset some people with his apparent 
brusqueness.
He was widely known to ask forgiveness 
of those he had offended. Missionary 
life fascinated him from an early age. He 
had great devotion to St. Joseph and to 
the Sacred Heart.” (Fergal Martin, CTS 
Secretary)

In 1997, Fr Robert O’Neil mhm 
published his biography of Cardinal 
Herbert Vaughan. In 2017, he published 
a CTS booklet: ‘Vaughan – His life, work 
and Mission’.

(Note: St. Joseph’s College was sold 
some years ago and has been turned into 
luxury apartments – it is now known as 
St. Joseph’s Gate.  The tower with the 
statue of St. Joseph is still part of the 
structure.)  

Cardinal Herbert 
Vaughan –

Founder of  the Mill 
Hill Missionaries

Cover on the book 
by Fr O’Neil, mhm

St. Joseph’s College, Mill Hill, with statue of St. Joseph on the tower
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Loving the Earth and All that’s on it
“St Francis reminds us that “our common home (the earth, the world) is like a sister with 
whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us.” - 
Pope Francis, Laudato Si.

This is a long way from the fearsome teaching of the past regarding ‘the world, the flesh and the 
devil’, a negative story that frightened us when we were children, a story about the fallout from the 
Adam and Eve myth. Pope Francis knows that the world is good, as God pronounces it in Genesis.

Because we are born with God’s own longing safely incarnate within us, we will forever seek that 
harmony and hope for which we were born. As the river flows and the bird flies, the human heart 
will always long for completion in love. Pope Francis knows this. It is why he acts, speaks and 
writes as he does. He knows that something invariably stirs in us when we stop to look around 
us with eyes of wonder, with what he often calls ‘the contemplative gaze’. We begin to see more 
deeply into the beauty of ‘ordinary’ things — the speeding train through the sleeping fields, the 
flash of a wing from a hidden nest, the whistle of the wind through November trees, the way a cat 
looks at you.

We see daily happenings and events — mornings, hills, water, seasons, births, bodies, babies, 
death, growing — with a new light around them, a forgotten vision now being recovered, some 
kind of promise of heaven restored. How utterly liberating it is for us to have a leader (Pope 
Francis) who encourages us to see this wonderful world as we would a lover, full of grace and 
blessing! Somewhere in our hearts we have always known and delighted in this vision in a natural, 
instinctual kind of way. And now we know, that hunch, that stirring, that lifting of the human spirit is 
another name for God’s presence. The heaven we live for is not a place waiting in the future; it lies 
at our feet, at our fingertips, in what our eyes see and our tongue tastes. At last, we are learning 
how to love the land we live on, how to walk beautifully on the fields and streets around us.

(From: An Astonishing Secret (pp 33-34), 
by Fr. Daniel O’Leary)

COBALT MINING - 
CHILD LABOUR IN DR CONGO
Cobalt is used in the making of  batteries for mobile phones, laptop computers 
and other electronic devices. It is also used to make batteries for electric cars. 
It is a very important mineral in our bid to reduce carbon emissions and to 
fight climate change. 

Unfortunately, the story is not all positive and good. There is a dark side to it 
which has to do with the mining of  cobalt. The DR Congo is the world’s largest 
supplier of  cobalt. Using basic hand tools, miners dig out rocks from tunnels 
often deep underground. Accidents are common. Despite the potentially 
fatal health effects of  prolonged exposure to cobalt, adult and child miners 
(an estimated 35,000 children) work without even the most basic protective 
equipment. 

The mines in DR Congo are owned by foreign companies, mostly Chinese. 
These companies make huge profits from the sale of  the cobalt, but pay the 
miners very little for all their hard work. They have scant regard for the health 
and safety of  the miners. So we need to spare a thought for what is happening 
to these exploited workers – with so many children among them.
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Fr. Bart Daly died on the 6th of August, 2022, 
in Wexford General Hospital, aged 86. Bart 
was from Mountcollins, Co. Limerick, the 
eldest of four children.  He said himself that 
ever since he was a young boy, he wanted 
to do something that would help the less 
fortunate. His path to ordination followed 
the same route as many of his fellow Mill 
Hill members, with secondary education in 
St. Joseph’s College, Freshford, Philosophy 
in Roosendaal, the Netherlands, and 
theology studies at St. Joseph’s College, 
Mill Hill, London.   

After ordination at Mill Hill on the 8th of 
July, 1962, he was appointed to the United 
States, to the Mill Hill Headquarters 
in Albany, New York. In 1965, he was 
appointed to Kenya where he worked in 
Misikhu Mission and later in Kaplong. 
After 5 years in Kenya, he was reassigned to 
the United States, this time to the Bronx. In 
1974, he was asked to be Rector of the newly 
opened Mill Hill residence in Yonkers, New 
York.  

In 1982, Bart was elected Regional 
Representative of Mill Hill in the United 
States and re-elected in 1985.  He was a 
delegate to the 1988 General Chapter. That 
same year he became pastor of St. Francis 
Xavier parish in the Bronx. In 1992, he 
was appointed Co-Vicar for Religious in 
the Archdiocese of New York and Pastor of 
Our Lady of Peace Church in Manhattan. 
He was also elected and re-elected Regional 
Representative during this time. 

In 2015, after the painful experience of the 
closing down of Our Lady of Peace parish, 
Bart moved to our Mill Hill House in 
Hartsdale and took on the job of Bursar of 
the North American Area. He spent his last 
years ministering quietly in Mount Carmel 
parish in White Plains, New York, with 
other Mill Hill priests. He came to Ireland 
to celebrate his Diamond Jubilee with other 
Mill Hill Jubilarians on Sunday the 24th of 
July, 2022. Sadly, the following week Bart 
fell ill and was taken to the Wexford hospital 
where he passed away peacefully on the 6th 
of August.

When Bart celebrated his Golden Jubilee 
in 2012, the General Superior wrote, “In 
your dealings with others you have shown 
patience, understanding, and a rare form 
of compassion that is rooted in genuine 
humility.” Bart had a great capacity for 
making friends and kept contact with so 
many of them over the years. He welcomed 
Mill Hill members who were appointed to 
the United States for ministry or who went 
there to do mission appeals; all remember 
his kindness and helpfulness.

Bart’s funeral Mass was celebrated on 
Wednesday the 10th of August at 12.00 
noon in St. Joseph’s Parish church, Terenure, 
followed by burial in the Mill Hill plot at 
Bohernabreena Cemetery.

Bart’s family, his Mill Hill colleagues and 
his many friends, remember him with deep 
affection.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

In memory of 
Fr. Bartholomew Daly, mhm

The Rich Meaning of Christmas
What does Christmas mean? Christmas is like a perfectly cut diamond twirling in 
the sun, giving off an array of sparkles. Here are some reflections on its meaning:

•  “At Christmas, through his grace-filled birth, God says to the world: I am here. 
I am with you. I am your life. Do not be afraid to be happy. Joy is the standard of 
living that is really more suitable than the anxiety and grief of those who think they 
have no hope. This reality, this incomparable wonder of my almighty love, I have 
sheltered safely in the cold stable of your world. I am here. I no longer go away from 
this world - Even if you do not see me. I am here.  It is Christmas. Light the candles! 
They have more right to exist than all the darkness. It is Christmas. Christmas lasts 
forever.” (Karl Rahner)

•  “After a mother has smiled for a long time at her child, the child will begin to smile 
back; she has awakened love in the child’s heart and also awakened recognition. In 
the same way, Love radiates from God and instils the light of love in our hearts.” 
(Hans Urs Von Balthasar)

•  “Every year of life waxes and wanes. Every stage of life comes and goes. Every 
perfect period of living slips through our fingers and disappears. This happens until 
Christmas comes again. Then we are called at the deepest, most subconscious 
level to begin to live again. Christmas brings us all back to the crib of life to start 
all over again: aware of what has gone before, conscious that nothing can last, but 
full of hope that this time, finally, we can learn what it takes to live well, grow to 
full stature of soul and spirit, and get it right.” (Sr. Joan Chittister)

•  “The incarnation does not mean that God saves us from the pains of this life. It 
means that God-is-with-us. For the Christian, just as for everyone else, there will 
be cold, lonely seasons, seasons of sickness, seasons of frustration, and a season 
within which we will die. Christmas does not give us a ladder to climb out of the 
human life and the human condition. It gives us a drill that lets us burrow into the 
heart of everything that is, and there find it shimmering with divinity”.  (Avery 
Dulles)
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Miriam C. Arnold, Norma Crowley, Mary Jo Curran, Bernard Hughes, Dolores 
Lewis, Mary Logue, Mark McInerney, Bernard C. Murray, Catherine Sheehan, 
Patricia Swords, Tommy Hanna, Donal Herbert, Kathleen Sydenham

OBITUARY LIST
(Up until 10/10/2022) 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
have mercy on the souls of:

MEMBERS

Father Bartholomew Daly MHM,
Father Anselm Aherne MHM (Obituary in Spring Issue),

Father Leo Staples SPS,
Johnny O’Connell (brother of Father Jim O’Connell mhm), 
Tom Reynolds (brother of Father Kevin Reynolds mhm).

Please Remember the 
Missions in your will
I bequeath to St  Joseph’s Society for the Missions Inc,

(Mill Hill Missionaries), 50 Orwell Park, Rathgar, 
Dublin D06 C535, the sum of

e..................................................................... free of duty

to be applied for the general purpose of the said Society,
and I declare that the receipt of the Rev. Director

shall be a sufficient discharge of the same.

Please Note: We regret that we have fewer pages in the Winter Issue of the 
Advocate; this is due to changes in the postage rate for sending the Advocate and 

Calendar together. The other Issues (Spring and Autumn) will not be affected.
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“Lord, for your faithful people, at death, life is changed, not 
ended.When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death, 

we gain an everlasting dwelling place in Heaven.” 
(From the Preface of  the Mass for the dead)

• It keeps our friends and supporters in touch with our missionary work.

• It promotes devotion to St. Joseph - our patron and protector

• There are three issues per year plus a  Calendar at Christmas. It is sent 
to all our members.

• Membership is e10.00 per year, £7.00 for those in the sterling area,     
$12 for the U.S.

 Important Notice about Data Protection
All your personal data that we hold is being stored and protected in accordance with GDPR 

(General Data Protection Regulation) that became law in Ireland on 25/5/2018. This covers your 
name and address, as well as information about your donations for the missions, for Masses and 

for our Magazine (St. Joseph’s Advocate).

To those that we have not heard from for some time
We have regular contact with most people on our mailing list but we have not heard from some 
people for some time. If you are in this group, please fill in your name/address below to renew 
your membership and continue to receive St. Joseph’s Advocate. If you do not wish to renew, 

please tick the cancel box.

Post the slip to: St. Joseph’s Advocate, Mill Hill Missionaries, 
50 Orwell Park, Rathgar, Dublin D06 C535.

Name  ..............................................................................................................................

Address  ..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

         RENEW                         CANCEL
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ST. JOSEPH’S ADVOCATE
MILL HILL MISSIONARIES

50 Orwell Park
Rathgar, Dublin D06 C535

Tel: (01) 412 7707
Email: organisingmhm@gmail.com

www.millhillmissionaries.co.uk

St. Joseph’s 
Missionary Society of Mill Hill

“After the wise men had left, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph and said:

Get up, take the child and his mother 
with you and escape to Egypt.” 

(Mt. 2:13)
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 “A saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” (Lk. 2: 10-11)
Spring 2022 1
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Kenya: Maasai Ladies Wearing Maasai Beadwork – See article page 25


