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Timothy 
Schmalz … 

… is a Canadian sculptor based 
out of St. Jacobs, Ontario, 
Canada. He focuses on 
religious figures and also has 
many public pieces.



Sculpture 
at doorway 
to church … 



Art as prayer…

Nativity in response 
to 

Black Lives Matter



Something to 
ponder … 



Angels
Unaware, 2019

• Sculptural response to the 
plight of refugees and 
asylum seekers



Angels 
Unawares



Schmalz’s latest piece is titled:  
Let the oppressed go free.

It is a response to the scourge of human trafficking.



Contextual videos produced by the sculptor

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfXrkQO6B1g&t=112s

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MEO26xcNNo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfXrkQO6B1g&t=112s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MEO26xcNNo










Faces of 
trafficking … 

• The sculpture contains around 100 
figures representing different faces of 
human trafficking: 

- forced marriage
- child soldiers
- people selling their organs
- babies
- sex slaves
- women trafficked as domestic
laborers
- child laborers 









Inspiration

• Human trafficking will always 
exist if it is kept underground –

Pope Francis



Inspiration

• St Josephine Bakhita
Patron saint of all victims of human 

trafficking



Inspiration: Josephine Bakhita
• St Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of victims of modern slavery and human trafficking.  

Her feast day is celebrated on February 8th.  On this day Catholics are encouraged to pray 
for all those affected by the crimes of modern slavery and human trafficking, and the 
people that volunteer and work to eradicate this crime.

• St Josephine Bakhita, also known as ‘Mother Moretta’ was kidnapped at the age of nine and 
sold into slavery. Such was the trauma experienced that she forgot her birth name and her 
kidnappers gave her the name Bakhita meaning ‘fortunate’. Flogging and maltreatment 
were part of her daily life. She experienced the moral and physical humiliations associated 
with slavery.

• It was only in 1882 that her suffering was alleviated after she was bought for the Italian 
Consul. This event was to transform her life. In this family and, subsequently in a second 
Italian home, she received from her masters, kindness, respect, peace and joy.

• A change in her owner’s circumstances meant that she was entrusted to the Canossian
Sisters and her next fifty years were spent witnessing God’s love through cooking, sewing, 
embroidery and attending to the door. She was a source of encouragement and her 
constant smile won people’s hearts, as did her humility and simplicity.

• As she grew older she experienced long, painful years of sickness, but she continued to 
persevere in hope, constantly choosing the good. During her last days she relived the 
painful days of her slavery and more than once begged: ‘Please, loosen the chains… they 
are heavy!’.

• Surrounded by the sisters, she died on 8 February 1947. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwbOZGfJYQ4




Inspiration

Isaiah 58:6
Is this not, rather, the fast that I choose:

releasing those bound unjustly,
untying the thongs of the yoke;

Setting free the oppressed,
breaking off every yoke?

Prayed for over 3,000 years by Jews & 
Christians



Inspiration

Past … present … 
St Josephine Bakhita

Tim Schmlaz’s daughter



Discussion starters … 

• Human trafficking will always exist if it is kept underground – Pope 
Francis

• Awareness is the first weapon to fight human trafficking – Tim 
Schmalz

• This sculpture is going to be an inconvenience – Tim Schmalz


