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All Things Bright 
and Beautiful 

Refrain: 
All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful: 
The Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colours, 
He made their tiny wings.

The purple-headed mountains, 
The river running by, 

The sunset and the morning 
That brightens up the sky.

The cold wind in the winter, 
The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, 
He made them every one.

The tall trees in the greenwood, 
The meadows where we play, 

The rushes by the water, 
To gather every day.

He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well.

Cecil Frances Alexander
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From the Editor
Fr Des McGillicuddy MHM (email: editor@mhmirl.ie)

associate modern-day Halloween with 
Frankenstein or Dracula, we should 
not overlook the strong Celtic and 
Christian roots of Halloween customs. 
Many of its traditions originate from 
the ancient Celtic harvest festival of 
Samhain (the Irish for Halloween is 
Oíche Shamhna). Samhain marked the 
end of harvest and beginning of dark 
winter. As nature appeared to decay 
and die, this seemed an appropriate 
time to remember the dead. It was also 
seen as the time when the boundary 
between this world and the spirit world 
became blurred, allowing harmful 
spirits to roam freely, often with 
malign intent. To protect themselves, 
people lit bonfires and wore disguises.

With the arrival of Christianity 
in Ireland from the fifth century 
onwards, the Church adapted ancient 
Celtic festivals to help communicate 
Christian beliefs. The Feast of All 
Saints (originally in May) was moved 
to November 1st, followed by All 
Souls’ Day on November 2nd, both 
focussing on remembrance and praying 
for the dead. These feasts overlapped 
with Samhain and gradually absorbed 
many of its customs. The night before 

All Saints’ Day became known as All 
Hallows’ Eve—from which the word 
Halloween is derived. 

Some Christians are uneasy with 
modern celebrations of Halloween, 
believing they trivialise, or even 
celebrate, occult themes, incompatible 
with their beliefs. Others see 
Halloween as an enjoyable and 
harmless occasion, especially for 
children, who can dress up, play 
games, and get free treats. At a deeper 
level, Halloween can be seen as a way 
for societies to confront fear, death, 
and the unknown through humour, 
imagination and play. By engaging 
with dark themes in a controlled 
and playful manner, we can face our 
mortality and the unknown without 
being overwhelmed. Historically, 
adults have always sought age-
appropriate ways to introduce their 
children to life’s darker realities.  It is 
just that it all appears more outlandish 
nowadays! Ultimately, Halloween 
probably endures because it resonates 
with universal human endeavours to 
make sense of life and death, of this 
world and the next, and of our place 
within it. 

In Ireland, we have witnessed the 
growing popularity of the celebration 
of Halloween over the years. The 
way this festival is celebrated has 
certainly changed dramatically. Many 
readers will remember games like 
‘apple-bobbing’ and ‘three saucers’, 
also the slicing of the barmbrack to 
see whether one got the slice with 
the ring, the coin, the rag, or the pea.  
Such games, as well as being harmless 
fun, had a fortune-telling element 
relating to marriage and children, 
wealth or poverty, emigration, life or 
death. These activities were house-
centred and there was no question of 
dressing up in scary gear or wandering 
around the locality collecting goodies. 
Halloween in Ireland had a much 
lower profile back then. 

That has all changed in the meantime 
and, today, Halloween in Ireland is 
highly visible and celebratory. As 
well as the traditional fortune-telling 
games, popular practices include trick-
or-treating, dressing up (as vampires, 
ghosts or the like), Halloween costume 
parties, fireworks and bonfires, 
haunted attractions and horror films.  
In the weeks leading up to Halloween, 
homes, schools, and shops across 
Ireland display a variety of spooky 
decorations such as skeletons, ghost 

figures and eerie lighting. Gardens and 
doorsteps feature carved pumpkins, 
while interiors display paper ghosts, 
witches, and bats. One might conclude 
that Halloween has been transformed 
into a celebration of horror and the 
macabre. Undoubtedly, the festival is 
also big business. 

Halloween in Ireland today reflects the 
strong influence of American culture. 
Ironically, much of what we are now 
importing from America is a modern 
version of what Irish emigrants 
carried with them to that continent in 
the nineteenth century. Practices such 
as trick-or-treating can be traced back 
to medieval costumes like “souling” 
and “guising,” where people, often the 
poor and children, went door-to-door 
in disguise, to receive ‘soul cakes’ 
in exchange for prayers for the dead. 
Disguises were believed to protect the 
wearers from recognition by harmful 
spirits. Similarly, Irish people carved 
turnips or swedes into frightening 
faces to ward off evil spirits. Irish 
immigrants brought this tradition to 
America; however, pumpkins were 
preferred because of their size and 
ease of carving. Now, pumpkins are 
the preferred option in Ireland as well.

While we might be inclined to 

Halloween
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“Lord, for your faithful people, at
death, life is changed, not ended.
When the body of our earthly
dwelling lies in death, we gain an
everlasting dwelling place in
Heaven.” (Preface of the Mass for
the dead)

“I am the Resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and
everyone who believes in me will
never die.” (Jn. 11:25-26)

Jesus said to the man on the cross
beside him: “This day you will be
with me in paradise.”

“Keep your gaze fixed on the cru-
cified and Risen Christ: “He gives
us hope and life. With him evil, suf-
fering and death do not have the
last word. The Cross is now a sign
of love, hope and life.”
(Pope Francis)

“Through death, we go into the in-
visible kingdom where there is no

more darkness,  suffering  or sad-
ness, and where we are one with all  
those  that we love in the seen  
world and in the unseen  world. 
Death in that sense  is  a time of 
great homecoming, and there is no  
need to be afraid.”                  

(John O’ Donohue)

 

“Fold our loved ones, O Jesus, in
your arms, and let them henceforth
be messengers of love between
our human hearts and thee. Amen”

“May you discover that your loved
one has not really left you, that
there is a quiet presence that sus-
tains you, that there is a hidden
strength that will help you. Amen.”
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O you are not lying in the wet clay,
For it is a harvest evening now and we
Are piling up the ricks against the 
moonlight
And you smile up at us – eternally.

(From Patrick Kavanagh, In Memory 
of my Mother)

� “Lord, for your faithful people, at
death, life is changed, not ended.
When the body of our earthly
dwelling lies in death, we gain an
everlasting dwelling place in
Heaven.” (Preface of the Mass for
the dead)

� “I am the Resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and
everyone who believes in me will
never die.” (Jn. 11:25-26)

� Jesus said to the man on the cross
beside him: “This day you will be
with me in paradise.”

� “Keep your gaze fixed on the cru-
cified and Risen Christ: “He gives
us hope and life. With him evil, suf-
fering and death do not have the
last word. The Cross is now a sign
of love, hope and life.”
(Pope Francis)

� “Through death, we go into the in-
visible kingdom where there is no

more darkness, suffering or sad-
ness, and where we are one with all
those that we love in the seen
world and in the unseen world.
Death in that sense is a time of
great homecoming, and there is no
need to be afraid.” (The late John
O’ Donoghue)

� “O, you are not lying in the wet
clay. For it is a harvest evening now
And we are piling up the ricks of
hay against the moonlight
And you smile at us 
eternally” (From Patrick Kavanagh’s 
poem about his mother)

� “Fold our loved ones, O Jesus, in
your arms, and let them henceforth
be messengers of love between
our human hearts and thee. Amen”

� “May you discover that your loved
one has not really left you, that
there is a quiet presence that sus-
tains you, that there is a hidden
strength that will help you. Amen.” 
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Prayer for a happy death

May God support us all day long, 
till the shadows lengthen 

and evening comes
and the busy world is hushed 
and the fever of life is over

and our work is done.

Then in his mercy
May he give us a safe lodging 

And a holy rest and peace at last. 
Amen.

November: honouring the memory 
of the dead

The photos show two sections of a stained glass window. The text at the 
base of the window reads: ‘St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death, pray for 
us’. The window depicts Joseph on his deathbed. Jesus is holding his 
hand and blessing him. Mary is praying and grieving close by. You 
may want to reflect on the scene and enter into it with hope and prayer. 
The same gentle loving Jesus is with each person on that final journey from 
this life to the heavenly peace that awaits us. At death ‘life is changed, 
not ended.’ The scene depicted in the window can bring much comfort, 
when we have to turn our thoughts to death or perhaps find ourselves 
grieving the loss of loved ones.

During the month of November each of our priests throughout the world offers
Holy Mass for all our deceased members and benefactors. In our Mill Hill St.
Joseph’s House in Dublin, Holy Mass will be celebrated each day of November
for deceased members and benefactors, especially for all those whose names
are recorded in our ‘List of the Dead.’ You are kindly invited to send in the
names of your dear departed loved ones.
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Karamoja has long been known for 
drought, hunger, and conflict. But in 

the midst of these challenges, one young 
man is rewriting the script. At just 25, 
Peter Kubal is proving that resilience, skills 
and opportunity can spark a different kind 
of story. His journey from losing cattle 
to becoming a climate‑smart farming 
champion is reshaping what is possible in 
this often‑misunderstood region.

In January 2025, Kubal was among the 
young people who attended a week‑long 
youth camp at the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Loyoro Catholic Parish in Kaabong District. 
The camp dedicated much of its time to 
lessons, discussions, and hands‑on sessions 
on climate‑smart farming. It was organised 
by the Mill Hill Missionaries in Kotido 
Diocese and facilitated by Obin Bernard 
Eriya, the Kotido District Agricultural 
Officer, together with Organic Impact Ltd, a 
non‑profit organisation.

The emphasis on climate‑smart farming 
was necessary. Karamoja is a semi‑arid 
region where crop failures, food shortages, 
hunger and inter‑ethnic conflicts are 
common. Climate‑smart farming can 

enable communities to grow food despite 
harsh conditions.

During the training, the youth learned 
about drought‑resilient practices such 
as growing crops in zai pits (a technique 
of digging pits in less permeable soil to 
catch water and concentrate compost), 
making compost, harvesting rainwater 
using retention ditches, timely planting, 
and mulching to conserve soil moisture. At 
the end of the camp, Kubal said, “I am full 
of knowledge and skills as a result of this 
youth camp. Let’s go out and practice what 
we’ve learned. Let’s show that we were at 
the youth camp.”

As promised, he turned learning into action. 
His first assignment was at Loyoro Catholic 
Parish, where he was contracted under the 
Women and Youth Empowerment Project 
(WYEP) to set up a climate‑smart garden 
and train other youth. Leading a team, he 
dug zai pits and water retention ditches, 
made compost, and planted tomatoes, 
pawpaws, and passion fruit. Six months 
later, the passion fruit vines were bearing 
healthy fruits, and the pawpaws stood 
green and vibrant — strikingly different 

from the dry vegetation around them. 
Planting in zai pits and watering only twice 
a week had kept them alive through harsh 
conditions. Ordinarily, they would need 
watering once or twice a day.

Back home in Locerep, Sidok Sub‑county, 
Kubal created his own climate‑smart garden 
about a fifth of an acre to earn income and 
inspire peers. After digging zai pits and 
mulching the entire garden, he borrowed 
Ush 40,000 (€10) from his savings group 
to buy vegetable seeds. Within months, 
he became a leading vegetable supplier 
in Sidok Sub‑county and beyond. His Ush 
40,000 investment earned him a profit of 
Ush 180,000 (€42), most of it from onions. 
With this money, he bought a goat. His 
family also enjoyed a steady supply of 
vegetables. He plans to expand his garden 
in 2026.

When the rainy season ended, his vegetables 
remained green for an extra four weeks 
thanks to moisture conserved in the zai pits. 
Though the plants eventually withered due 
to lack of water for irrigation, Kubal was 
pleased that he had extended the growing 
season by a full month — proof that simple, 

low‑cost techniques could make a difference.

“At first, when people saw me digging zai pits, 
they thought I was just playing around. But 
later, when they saw me selling vegetables 
and providing enough for my family, they 
admired my work,” he said.

When youths gathered again at Loyoro 
Catholic Parish in January 2026, Kubal shared 
his story. “I learned many things at the 2025 
Youth Camp, but I decided to focus on just 
a few to begin with. Those skills helped me 
to be self‑employed,” he said. His advice 
was simple: “What you learn here is very 
important. Put it into practice. It will help 
you.” He added, “We do not go to school 
only to get jobs. With the right skills, we can 
create employment for ourselves.”

Peter’s educational journey had begun 
under painful circumstances. In 2010, his 
father’s entire herd — the family’s only 
wealth — was stolen by warriors from 
another Karimojong sub‑tribe while Peter 
was grazing the animals. In Karamoja, cattle 
provide food, status, and bride price, so 
losing them leaves families devastated. For 
Peter, joining school became the only way 
forward.

How a 
25‑year‑old has 
sparked hope in 

Karamoja
By Fr Mark Owor MHM

Peter and young helpers

Peter Kubal

6		  Autumn 2026 Autumn 2026	 7



He walked 12 kilometres daily to attend 
a school far from his village, navigating 
bushes, risky wildlife, and the threat of 
encountering armed warriors. After primary 
school, he lacked fees for secondary 
education until a former head teacher 
offered to host him in Kapchorwa, 500 kms 
away. There, he helped with domestic work 
in the evenings and weekends in exchange 
for school fees.

Despite performing well at O-Level, he 
again struggled with school fees for 
A-Level. Eventually, he sought admission to 
Kaabong Technical School for a certificate 
in agriculture. Although peers discouraged 
him and finances were tight, Peter 
persevered.

His turning point came during a 2024 youth 
camp at Loyoro Catholic Parish, focusing 
on behaviour change and career guidance. 
This motivated him to focus on his studies. 
Thereafter, he did his first internship at 
Loyoro Parish, where he gained skills in 
agroforestry, apiary, poultry, piggery, and 
group empowerment. His second internship 
was at the National Semi‑Arid Resources 
Research Institute in Serere.

“I am amazed and inspired by the many 
opportunities this course offers me,” he 
reflected.

After completing his course, Peter 
volunteered with the WYEP project at 
Loyoro Parish, which opened the door 
to the climate‑smart farming training in 
2025. Later, in August 2025, he attended 
a one‑week bamboo propagation training 
at Talent Agroforestry Farm in Nakaseke 
District. With these skills, he trained 10 
youths who established two nursery beds 
— one at Loyoro Parish and one at Locerep 
out‑station. Through these nurseries, 
the (Misean Cara supported) Greening 
Karamoja Project aims to plant 80,000 trees 
in 2026. The project has now been extended 
for three more years and will also promote 
energy‑saving stoves and climate‑smart 
farming. Kubal has already been trained to 
make low‑cost energy‑saving stoves.

Kubal’s story is more than personal 
triumph. It is a glimpse of what becomes 
possible when the youth of Karamoja are 
empowered to lead the region toward a 
new, hopeful narrative — one person, one 
garden, one breakthrough at a time.

Fr Mark (black jacket) with Peter 
(orange t-shirt) and parishioners In 1973, twelve of us were ordained 

for St Joseph’s Foreign Missionary 
Society, Mill Hill. Seven (including 
myself) were English, one Irish, 
one from Holland, and three from 
the Tyrol (Austrian/Italian border 
area). Four were sent to Borneo, two 
to Pakistan, two to the Philippines, 
two to East Africa, and two to West 
Africa. Fifty-two years later, five of 
us are dead. Three are in England, 
one in Holland, two in Tyrol and one 
in Ireland. 

Before ordination and ‘Perpetual 
Oath’, we were told we could ask to 
be sent to a certain country. All my 
class, except me, wrote ‘Anywhere’ 
on the form, with three preferences. 
There was no guarantee we’d get one 
of them anyway. I wrote ‘Anywhere, 
but I’d prefer Asia to Africa’. I was 
duly appointed to the Philippines. 

Thirty years later I did volunteer for 
the Sudan, but a bit old and a bit too 
fair-skinned for the hot climate, the 
difficult languages, and physically 
demanding mission. Instead, I was 
sent to our new mission in South 

Africa, recently launched by a small 
team led by Fr Kevin O’Donovan 
RIP of Drimoleague, Co. Cork. I 
joined the three young East African 
MHMs, replacing Fr Tony Chantry. 
They made me very welcome, as did 
the two English MHMs in another 
South African diocese. 

After a basic language course, I was 
sent to an old Dutch Dominican, 
Fr Peter, to ‘learn the ropes’, and 
take over from him a few months 
later. So, after six months in South 
Africa, and aged 58, I found myself 
parish priest of four parishes – two 
big Sesotho-speaking ones, and two 
small English-speaking ones. Most 

The joys and challenges of 
multicultural witness in 

multicultural South Africa
By Fr John F. Doran MHM 

(Fr John is Rector at our Mill Hill house in Dublin)

Fr John
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white people in the area – the old 
Orange Free State – were Protestant, 
as were many Black South Africans 
too. The Whites were a bit suspicious 
of Catholic priests, and of the British!

In a diocese half the size of Ireland, 
and with only 22 priests (including 
four MHMs) I soon was given more 
jobs – vocations-director, chaplain 
to a women’s prison, chaplain to 
the men of the Diocese, and co-
ordinator of Mill Hill’s programme 
for pastoral/missionary training for 
some MHM students – four of whom 
are now priests. I was helped by other 
priests, Fr Emmanuel MHM from 
Cameroon, and Fr Gabriel MHM 
from Kenya, and Fr Dijo RIP, a local 
priest. Franciscan Sisters – African 
and German – came to work in the 
parish, the prison, and they built a 
pre-school for 272 three to six-year-
olds and ran it! Our parishes are so 
active – full of life and energy! In 
many ways, it is far easier to be a 
priest there than in today’s Western 
Europe. Six of my parishioners 
became priests – five for the diocese 
and one for the Salesians. 

The Basotho people are known as 
the singers of South Africa (and the 

traders). My other parishioners were 
Xhosa, the tribe closest to the original 
‘Khoisan’ (Bushmen), sharing almost 
50% of their DNA and vocabulary 
(complete with click sounds). There 
were a few Zulu – once the enemy 
of the Basotho, and Batswana, and 
Swati. Tribal rivalries were buried by 
years of Apartheid, but they stir again 
now that the White regime has gone. 
It is worth noting that, in the end, 
there was no racial civil war in South 
Africa. I suspect that the Christianity 
of most ethnic groups helped. 

And what do we do here? Maybe 
our biggest contribution is the 
witness of working and living 
together – European, East Africans, 
Cameroonians and Indians. This 
speaks volumes to people of all races 
after our bloody inter-racial history. 
I worked under two White South 
African Bishops – one of Scots/Irish 
descent (and trained by Mill Hill). 

We are not cushioned from all the 
traumas of modern life, including 
climate change, criminal violence, 
corruption, and the poverty of people, 
especially refugees and migrants – not 
to mention family-breakdown, and 
loss of meaning for many in today’s 
society. Bishop Walsh, a famous 
American Maryknoll Missionary to 
China, once said, “A missionary is 
a man (person) who goes to a place 
where he is needed, but not wanted, 
and stays until is not needed, but 
wanted”. 

Finally, the patron of our Diocese 
of Kroonstad is St Patrick. After 
the Boer War (1899-1902), an Irish 

Regiment of the British Army was 
stationed there. They built a chapel, 
‘St Patrick’s’. This became the basis 
for the Catholic parish, which later 
became the Cathedral. Those soldiers 
are long gone. From Heaven I believe 
they still spare us a thought. 

Editor: Mill Hill Missionaries are 
currently serving in three dioceses 
in South Africa – Kroonstad, 
Rustenburg and Witbank – and are 
involved in a wide range of ministries. 
The Mill Hill mission in South Africa 

began in the 1990s after accepting 
an invitation from the Bishop of 
Kroonstad to serve in the industrial 
town of Sasolburg in the Free State, 
at the heart of Afrikaner farming 
communities. In post-apartheid 
South Africa, Mill Hillers from 
Europe, Africa and Asia have focused 
on bridge-building pastoral work, 
the formation of Small Christian 
Communities among racially diverse 
parishioners, and ministries that now 
also include youth work and various 
chaplaincies.

"Maybe our biggest 
contribution is the 
witness of working 
and living together"

Sasolburg 'France' Township

South Africa current Mill Hill group with Fr Philip (General Council)

Fr John with Fr Ronald Kajja 
MHM (right) and a parishioner
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Since the Mill Hill Missionaries first 
arrived in the Philippines in 1906, 
they have made significant efforts 
to reach out to some of the country’s 
most isolated communities. The 
focus has been on areas that are 
often overlooked due to geographic 
or social barriers. For many years, 
missionaries concentrated their 
efforts on Panay Island, particularly 
in the provinces of Iloilo and 
Antique, as well as various regions 
of Negros Island. They bravely 
went to remote villages, ventured 
into treacherous waters to reach 
small islands, and trekked through 

mountainous terrains that posed 
severe difficulties, all so that the 
Gospel could be proclaimed and 
shared.

In 2002, the Apostolic Vicariate of 
Taytay was established as a new 
missionary jurisdiction in northern 
Palawan. Its creation aimed to 
strengthen the Church’s mission 
by giving special attention to 
indigenous communities living in 
remote areas. The Vicariate also 
focused on building and nurturing 
Basic Ecclesial Communities – 
small faith communities that bring 

people together to pray, share the 
Word of God, and support one 
another in daily life. This effort is 
intended to make the Church more 
present and active at the grassroots 
level, ensuring that even those in 
far-flung areas can experience the 
love and joy of Christ.

In 2007, five years after the erection 
of the new Vicariate, the Mill Hill 
Missionaries expanded their work 
to the island of Busuanga in Coron, 
Palawan, under the Apostolic 
Vicariate of Taytay. One of the main 
reasons for this expansion was to 
reach out to the Tagbanua people, 
an indigenous community living in 
remote and isolated islands. This 
mission aimed to bring the Church 
closer to them, not only through 
pastoral care but also by supporting 
their cultural identity and basic 
needs.

Eighteen years after its foundation, 
the Parish of St. Joseph 
Freinademetz in Turda celebrates 
the fruits of its mission. Through 
regular visits to outstations in both 
the mainland and the islands, 
communities have grown stronger in 
faith and hope as they gain access 
to the sacraments, programmes 
for social justice, and activities that 
care for the environment. During 
our visit to one of the islands, a 
woman gratefully shared, “We 
used to see a priest and receive 
the Eucharist only once a year, but 
now we are assured that someone 
will come and visit us regularly.” 
This simple testimony reflects 
how our consistent presence has 
become a source of spiritual life 
and encouragement for the people.

Bringing Faith to the Islands: 
18 Years of Presence in Turda, Philippines
By Fr Edson Paguntalan MHM (Fr Edson is the Mill Hill Society Correspondent. 
In this article, he writes about a recent visit to his native country, the Philippines.)

120 Years of Mill Hill 
Presence in the Philippines
In February 1906, 120 years ago, 
eight brave missionaries arrived in 
the Philippines after a long steamship 
journey from Brixen in Tirol. They 
stepped into an unfamiliar land, facing 
harsh weather, uncertainty, and a 
chaotic political situation, yet they 
pressed on with determination to build 
their mission from the ground up.

Over the following months, the 
missionaries made slow but steady 
progress in their new surroundings. 
After several months of language study, 
they were assigned to different mission 
areas, especially in the provinces of 
Antique and Iloilo, where they set 
about rekindling and strengthening the 
faith for many years to come. As time 
went on, more missionaries arrived in 
the Philippines, and their work spread 
further, reaching wider communities, 
including those in Negros Occidental 
and the province of Iloilo.

Like St Joseph, patron of the Mill 
Hill Missionaries, generations of 
missionaries have worked quietly in 
many places, often for years, giving all 
they had — even their lives — for the sake 
of the Gospel. Today, an international 
team of Mill Hill Missionaries continues 
this long story of service in the provinces 
of Antique, Iloilo, and Palawan, carrying 
on a mission first begun 120 years 
ago. Walking side by side with local 
communities, they journey with people 
through all kinds of struggles, reaching 
those others cannot reach, and helping 
restore dignity to those who have been 
rejected or forgotten.

Fr Nirmal MHM leads the Corpus 
Christi procession in Turda parish
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David Attenborough has been 
passionate about nature all his 
life and has contributed greatly 
to our general knowledge about 
life on Planet Earth. It is amazing 
how many programmes and series 
he has been involved with as a 
producer and/or narrator. I have 
been interested in his programmes 
since 2006, when I watched Planet 
Earth on BBC television. At the time, 
he said: The series is a celebration 
of our planet, not a lament about 
the state of it. It shows what is still 
there. In some areas, there is no 
doubt we are doing damage to our 
world but, at the same time, there 
is a vast amount of uncharted and 
untouched wilderness. 

The series took viewers to the 
world’s highest peaks, deepest 
caves, and most remote deserts. 
The filming was astonishing. Each 
programme contained wonderful 
photographs of scenery and 
animals. There was footage of 
some strange animal behaviours 
that had never before been filmed, 

and of places and people rarely 
seen. The series covered Earth 
from pole to pole; mountains, 
seas, caves, deserts, great open 
African plains, jungles, seasonal 
forests, deep oceans, and ended 
with a focus on the future and the 
conservation of species. 

Many other series about Planet 
Earth followed over the years. They 
are all very interesting and two of 
them are of particular interest here: 
In 2019, the BBC broadcasted his 
documentary: Climate Change - 
The Facts, in which he warned 
that the failure to act could lead to 
the collapse of our societies. This 
was followed by his documentary, 
A Life on Our Planet (2020), which 
was described as his “witness 
statement”. In it he pleaded for 
action to save our Planet before 
it is too late and he spelt out the 
harrowing repercussions if we 
continue to live unsustainably: it’s 
not about saving whales at this 
stage, it’s about saving ourselves, 
he said. 

He leaves us in no doubt about 
the seriousness of the threat to 
many species in the natural world. 
He makes it clear that we need to 
protect them and stem the tide of 
extinction of around one million of 
the estimated eight million species 
of animals, plants, birds, fish and 
insects which are most at risk. His 
message has a sense of urgency 
and is disturbing. He is adamant 
that the way we take care of the 
wonderful world of nature on Planet 
Earth will decide its future. He 
wants us to appreciate its beauty 
and generosity without hurting or 
possessing it.

We find a similar message about the 
state of our planet and the need for 
urgent action in the Encyclical Letter 
of Pope Francis: Laudato Si – On 
Care for our Common Home. The 
Letter expresses a deep concern 
for what is happening to planet 
Earth but differs from Attenborough 
in its approach since the starting 
point is faith in God as creator 
of the universe and belief that 
God’s presence, power and love 

is revealed in creation. It stresses 
that we are all linked closely to 
God, to nature and to one another 
in a universal family. We humans 
are an integral part of the natural 
world and whatever happens to 
the rest of nature affects us. We 
are closely connected with all living 
creatures and all living things from 
the smallest to the greatest.

All this comes through clearly in the 
following quotations. Please reflect 
carefully on them - take time, do not 
rush:

•	 Nature [creation] is a continuing 
revelation of the divine. (L.S. 
85)

•	 The entire material universe 
[creation] speaks of God’s love, 
his boundless affection for us. 
(L.S. 84) 

•	 As part of the universe, called 
into being by the Father, all of 
us are linked by unseen bonds 
and together form a kind of 

Season of 
Creation - 

Planet Earth 
By Fr. Jim O’Connell, MHM

Since 1990, the number of frogs 
has declined by 40 per cent

Huge decline 
in numbers of 
pollinators
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universal family, a sublime 
communion which fills us with 
a sacred, affectionate and 
humble respect [for everyone 
and everything]. God has 
joined us so closely to the 
world around us that everything 
is connected. Concern for the 
environment [nature – creation] 
thus needs to be joined to 
a sincere love of our fellow 
human beings. We have only 
one heart. (L.S. 89, 91, 92) 

•	 It is our humble conviction 
that the divine and the human 
meet in the slightest detail in 
the seamless garment of God’s 
creation, in the last speck of 
dust of our planet. (L.S. 9)

•	 The universe unfolds in God, 
hence, there is a mystical 
meaning to be found in a leaf, in 
a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, 
in a poor person’s face. (L.S. 
233)

Laudato Si challenges us to 
approach nature with a sense of 
awe and wonder and a feeling 
of being intimately united with 
all that exists - then care will well 
up spontaneously in us. (L.S. 11) 
There is a strong thread of hope 
running through the Letter: The 
ultimate destiny of the universe is 
the fullness of God. (L.S. 83)

Laudato Si touches people’s hearts 
and many groups are trying to 
implement its recommendations 
to save our planet as we journey 
along the road of life together with 
all God’s creatures.

See a review of Fr 
Jim’s recent book 
The Miracle 
of the Universe 
and Life on 
Planet Earth 
on pages 26-27.

Nature at its best Many species of insects are at risk

We have no decision to make as to whether 
or not we will be born or as to the manner, 

date, time, conditions or inherited circumstances 
relating to our birth.

Birth itself, however, certainly brings with it great 
joy and a happy and contented existence for many 
years ahead. With the passing of time and normal 
human growth, a hope for the future emerges, a 
faith in ourselves and a love for those who care for 
us and nurture us.

The love involved in the process of maturing 
emanates from God alone and, if we are blessed 
to be Christians, it will always be the guiding form 
of our living, and a necessary safeguard against 
all mishaps and evils. Although we can be easily 
tempted and succumb to temptation, Hope is the 
essence of all recovery and a divine objective in 
itself.

We may live a short or a long time, a fact 
determined by God’s Providence, but we will 
always be grateful for the love that is shown to us 
by God and by the creatures he has given to us 
parents, grandparents, wife, child, and a myriad of 
loyal relatives, benefactors and friends.

Death will come to all of us, often unexpectedly 
but always inevitably. It is merely the stepping 
stone betwixt human and eternal life, one with 
all the consequences Christ told us about for 
a future no longer bounded by time or space. 
Prayer can always reach us and will remain part 
of the essential chain of life that connects us to 
each other, a love echoing the Greater Love which 
is God, Himself. We are thus merely on a journey 
that will reach its plenitude in the profound vision 
and knowledge of God. It is a journey infused by 
gratitude and thanksgiving.

Laus Deo Semper
Professor McClelland was a noted scholar and 
historian of politics and personalities in the English 
Catholic Church. From 1969 to ’77 he was Professor 
of Education at the National University of Ireland, 
Cork. He died in Hull Hospital on 10th September 
2025 at the age of 93.

A Meditation 
Upon Life 
and Death
By Professor Vincent 
Alan McClelland
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When the Lord brought back the 
captives of Zion, at first it seemed 
like a dream (Psalm 126:1). Here, 
the returning captives are speaking of 
an experience that was so beautiful, 
so overwhelming, that it was almost 
impossible to believe. Today, 
the fragile longing for a similar 
experience lives in the hearts of the 
people of the Anglophone (English-
speaking) regions, especially in the 
ecclesiastical province of Bamenda. 
For nearly ten years, they have 
carried a pain that words cannot 
fully hold: the horrors of war, the 
loss of innocent lives, the silent tears 
of mothers, the broken futures of 
children, corruption that suffocates 
hope, and lands left abandoned like 
forgotten promises. It is a suffering 
that lingers, heavy, unrelenting, and 
deeply human.

And now, with the coming of Pope 
Leo XVI, something begins to 
stir again, softly at first, then with 
growing intensity. A trembling 
hope is rising, not only among 
Anglophones, but across the whole 
of Cameroon. You can see it in the 
hurried repairs of broken roads, in the 
fresh paint on weary buildings, in the 

preparation of uniforms, in the return 
of light to darkened streets. But these 
are only outward signs. Beneath 
them lies a deeper cry; a desperate 
yearning for real change, for healing, 
for a transformation that can restore 
dignity to a wounded people.

This hope does not belong to 
Catholics only. Hope, after all, 
is not the possession of a few. It 
belongs to everyone: other Christian 
denominations, Muslims, traditional 
rulers, and even those who have 
lost the language of faith. In their 
hearts, the Pope has become more 
than a visitor. He is seen as a sign, a 
last refuge of hope, a turning point, 

Cameroon: 
A people who still dare to hope

By Fr Innocent Wefon MHM 

(Fr Innocent is the Regional Representative of the Mill Hill Missionaries 
in Cameroon. He wrote the following reflection on the eve of Pope 

Leo’s pastoral visitation to Cameroon in April 2026.)

almost a messiah in a time when 
despair has become all too familiar.

Yet, hidden beneath this rising hope 
is a quiet, haunting fear. What if he 
comes… and nothing changes? What 
if he leaves, and the silence returns, 
heavier than before? This is not the 
first time the Roman Pontiff has come 
to Cameroon, and still the nation has 
slipped further into pain, from bad to 
worse. What if this moment, like so 
many others, fades into yet another 
memory of disappointment?

These are people who know what 
it means to be forgotten. They have 
been promised peace and handed 
uncertainty. They have believed 
before and watched that belief 
crumble in their hands. Their hope 
has been wounded, again and again.

And still… they refuse to let go.

They continue to hope for peaceful 
coexistence, even when peace feels 
distant. Like watchmen straining 
their eyes through the darkness for 
the first light of dawn (cf. Psalm 

130:6), they wait. They watch. They 
believe, even against reason, against 
history, against all odds.

For now, the air is filled with a 
fragile excitement, a longing to hold 
onto this moment, to believe just 
one more time. And so, with hearts 
both hopeful and aching, they raise 
up their prayers: that this visit will 
not pass like a fleeting shadow, but 
will leave behind something real, 
something lasting: peace, justice, and 
the healing they have waited for… 
for far too long.

Following Pope Leo’s departure from 
Cameroon, Fr Innocent wrote the 
following: 

Pope Leo came, and the reception 
was overwhelming. The people 
poured out the desires of their hearts; 
they sang for him and prayed with 
him. He met both the powerful in 
high places and the ordinary man in 
the streets.  Then he spoke gently, 
reminding all that peace cannot be 
built on slogans or decrees alone. 

Traditional rulers attending papal 
audience in Bamenda Cathedral

Pope Leo wearing locally 
designed vestments in Bamenda
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Sister Anne Moore is the Congregational 
Leader of the Franciscan Missionaries of St 
Joseph. She sent us this short article:

I was in Kenya in November 2025 on 
visitation to our Sisters who work in many 
poor areas. I had the chance to spend time 
at the Cardinal Vaughan Hope Centre which 
is run by our Sr Anna Muindi. The Centre is 
in an area that has grown into a village after 
many Turkana families settled there, having 
been forced to leave their homeland due 
to years of insecurity and armed attacks. 
As you can imagine, many of the children, 
young people and elderly are vulnerable 
and in real need of support.  Sr Anna and 
her team are doing a great job - providing 
all the help and support that they can.

I was particularly impressed by what they 
are doing for the very young children. 
You can see them in the photograph – it 
speaks for itself. The children come to the 
Hope Centre every day for a number of 
hours and have their lunch and receive 
medical treatment if needed. Many of 

these children are orphans living with 
grandparents or relatives, and all are living 
in poor family situations.  These children 
are also supported to go to school in due 
course as they grow older.

This is only one of the services the centre 
provides to assist the needy. There is a 
special programme for widows and the 
elderly. A big effort is made to rehabilitate 
children who live on the street - trying to 
eventually get them back home and back to 
school. Young people are helped in various 
ways to stay out of harm’s way. Vocational 
training comes in here and education 
sponsorship. I found it interesting to see 
the energy and enthusiasm generated 
among the youth with a football team!

Sister Anna asked me to convey her 
gratitude to the readers of St Joseph’s 
Advocate, Ireland, for their support for 
the Hope Centre. People have been very 
generous with donations. Be assured of 
remembrance in her prayers. 

Sister Anne Moore, FMSJ.

St. Joseph stands as one of 
the most steadying figures 
in Christian tradition. 
Scripture never records 
a single word from 
him, yet his silence 
speaks volumes. His 
strength came not 
from speech, but from 
attention, discernment, 
and obedience to God’s voice 
in the ordinary flow of life.

Joseph’s holiness did not come through 
dramatic gestures. It took root in hidden 
places – listening, discerning, adjusting, 
and quietly carrying out the mission 
entrusted to him. Again and again, his life is 
interrupted: Mary’s unexpected pregnancy, 
the dream that redirects him, the visit of the 
Magi, the threat from Herod, the flight into 
Egypt, the return to Nazareth. At every turn, 
Joseph must abandon his own plans and 
step into God’s.

Here Fr Denis McBride, CSsR, offers a sharp 
insight: “We meet Joseph in Scripture only 
when his life is interrupted and he must 
decide again what God is asking of him. He 
does not resist. He adjusts, responds, and 
moves.”

This ability to welcome interruption is one of 
Joseph’s most relevant lessons for families. 
The spiritual writer Fr Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, 
strengthens this point with his reminder: 

“Interruptions are not obstacles; 
watch out for them, for God 

may be knocking on your 
door.” Joseph shows 
exactly what that means. 
The interruptions in his 
life are not irritations 
but invitations to deeper 

trust.

Joseph lived his vocation as 
head of the Holy Family with 

quiet conviction. He loved Mary 
through action, not sentiment. He guided 
Jesus by example, not demand. He worked 
with his hands, protected his family, and 
responded to every unexpected turn with 
humility. He proved that holiness grows in 
the tasks no one praises and in sacrifices 
no one notices.

Families today face pressures Joseph 
would recognise—financial challenges, 
uncertainty, sudden changes, and the 
ordinary strain of loving one another with 
patience. Joseph remains a practical, 
grounded guide. He teaches us to listen 
before reacting, to trust when plans 
collapse, and to see God’s hand precisely in 
what disrupts our comfort.

Let us ask St. Joseph to guard our homes, 
shape our hearts, and help us recognise 
God’s presence in every interruption, 
every responsibility, and every quiet act 
of love.

CARDINAL VAUGHAN HOPE CENTRE, KENYA Joseph: The Silent Teacher of 
our Families and our Faith

By Tomvenki Yellavula, MHM
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Please Remember the 
Missions in your will

I bequeath to St  Joseph’s Society for the Missions
(Mill Hill Missionaries), 50 Orwell Park, Rathgar, 

Dublin D06 C535, the sum of

€..................................................................... free of duty

to be applied for the general purpose of the said Society,
and I declare that the receipt of the Rev. Director

shall be a sufficient discharge of the same.

On a recent visit to Pakistan, the 
General Superior witnessed first-hand 
the remarkable pastoral care offered 
by our Mill Hill Missionaries to the 
Punjabi Christian communities of the 
Diocese of Islamabad–Rawalpindi. 
Our presence in the region remains 
small but committed: four Perpetual 
Members and one student serving 
vulnerable Christian populations in the 
parishes to which we are appointed. 
The context is never without risk. Only 
days before Fr Michael’s arrival, a bomb 
had detonated in a city courtroom, 
claiming several lives and underscoring 
the fragile security situation in which 
our missionaries minister.

During his previous visit, the General 
Superior had been unable to visit 
Sargodha due to border skirmishes 

with India. This time, however, he was 
able to spend several days in Chak 79, 
a newly established parish carved out 
of Sargodha. The diocesan landscape 
continues to evolve, with Dominicans, 
Capuchins, Augustinians, and Oblates 
now woven into its pastoral fabric. Mill 
Hill Missionaries remain responsible for 
Westridge and offer assistance in two 
additional parishes. It is, unmistakably, 
a changing face of mission.  

Amid this shifting context, the 
presence of a young and energetic 
group of Mill Hill Missionaries in the 
Diocese highlights a pressing need to 
continue the mission entrusted to us.

Travelling in Sindh, our missionaries 
accompany the Kutchi Kholi, Parkari 
Kholi and Punjabi communities, 

whose lives remain overshadowed 
by the power of the landlord system. 
For many landless families, mounting 
debts tighten the grip of dependency: 
they are compelled to work at the 
landlord’s whim until debts are cleared 
and can be evicted without warning. 
It is a fragile and unjust reality that 
continues to make Sindh one of our 
most challenging missionary regions, 
where seven Mill Hill Perpetual 
Members and two students serve with 
remarkable dedication.

Amid these hardships, our international 
group of Mill Hill Missionaries stands 
as an unmistakable beacon of hope. 
Scattered across distant villages, they 
walk alongside people whose resilience 
is matched only by the warmth of their 
welcome. In makeshift homes, families 
shared the little they had with us – an 
expression of hospitality that humbles 
and inspires in equal measure.

Our presence among them is more 
than a pastoral visit; it is a living sign 

of the missionary spirit. In listening, 
learning, and accompanying, we 
continue to discern how best to deepen 
and develop our witness to God’s 
love—especially where vulnerability, 
helplessness and need are most acute. 
In these encounters, the Gospel takes 
flesh once again, reminding us that 
hope often grows strongest in the 
most fragile places.

Visit to Pakistan – Mission 
Continues in a Shifting Context

Frs Chibeh, Othieno, Michael (General 
Superior), Ochieng, Conrad and Daniel 

(student) - Diocese of Islamabad–Rawalpindi

Vicent (student), Frs Michael (General Superior), 
Zach and Clement – Tando Allahyar, Sindh
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Father Fons, a Mill Hill Missionary, died earlier this year. Born in the Netherlands, 
he was ordained priest in 1967. He began his missionary journey in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, where he served for many years as a parish 
priest, teacher and Vicar General. He later held important roles within the Mill 
Hill Missionaries in both Africa and Europe. He was especially known for his 
work in training missionaries, giving retreats and offering spiritual guidance. He 
spoke several languages and was respected for his kindness, calm nature and 
deep faith. He also supported the Society through writing and communication 
work. Several of his articles have been published in this magazine over the 
years, as well as many beautiful photos he took. We give thanks for his long life 
of service and pray that he may rest in the peace of the Lord. Below is an article 
Fons wrote on his final visit to Kenya.

Pandipieri, Kenya: 
Slum art splendour

By Fr Fons Eppink MHM

“When Fr Hans left here we had 
eleven students, now there are 
seventeen”, Dan tells me with some 
pride. “I am the only teacher. It is 
not easy to accompany 17 students 
divided over three years. But I 
love doing this work. It is such an 
inspiration to see students come in, 
and slowly grow in understanding 
and skill. Some have already worked 
on their own, by pure natural talent 
and inclination.”

“From time to time I get former 
students who have graduated and 
are now working in schools, graphics/
design or as independent artists, to 
come in and give master classes. 
We may get someone to come for 
a longer period in June/July through 
the intermediary of Fr Hans.”

I move around to take a few pictures 
and chat with one of the students, 
Julius Ochieng, who is due to 
graduate soon. He’s working on a 
pointillistic impression of a hippo 

from a photograph displayed on his 
smartphone. A real beauty!

As we chat some more Dan 
reminisces about earlier assignments 
quite some years back. With the 
Claretians in Chiga and the church 
in Lemek. “We were lucky that there 
was a Maasai catechist in Lemek. He 
brought us in contact with the local 
Maasai. Few used to come to church 
in those days. But when we painted 
gospel scenes and the resurrected 
Christ in clearly recognisable Maasai 
figures they began to take an interest. 
‘So, this Jesus we hear about is 
really one of us!’ they observed.” Art 
as Mission, I mused.

I came away inspired by the visit. And, 
for those familiar with the Nyalenda 
Centre and the Art School: the road 
getting you there is now beautifully 
paved! But the slum dwellings 
alongside it have not changed. Will 
the one be a spur for change in the 
other?

When I sauntered into the Nyalenda 
compound of the Kisumu Urban 
Apostolate Programme (KUAP-
Pandipieri) I bumped into two young 
European females who were in the 
process of having their hair done 
‘African style’. They noticed the 
logo on my headgear, ‘NL’. “You 
must be from Holland!”.  So, we 
proved to be compatriots. They 
were on a three-month volunteering 
programme at Pandipieri, young and 
enthusiastic. Still at the exploratory 
stage, looking around at the large 
variety of programmes and activities 
of KUAP, before making a choice of 
one to get deeper involved in. “Had 
they already made up their minds?”, 
I inquired. “Street kids for me”, said 
one quite determinedly.

“I’ve come to visit the Art School”, I 
volunteered.

On an earlier visit I had found the 
doors closed but this time I was in 
luck. Dan Ouma, the school’s director 
and, currently, the only teacher, 
stood there beaming in the doorway.
“How’s Father Hans?” “Still moving!” 
– I replied. Getting the latest news 
about Hans Burgman, the founder 
and inspirer of Mwangaza Art 
School here in the slums of Kisumu, 
obviously meant a lot to him.

We moved from the office into the 
atelier where the students were just 
having a break with some savouring 
a generous slice of watermelon.
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Fr. Jim O’Connell’s book masterfully weaves science, faith, and personal reflection into a 
tapestry of wonder. Through personal journeys from Irish fields to Kenyan landscapes, the 
author invites us to experience creation, not merely observe it. The migrating swallows, 
the moonlit nights, and the vibrant rainforests become encounters with the sacred. This 
work speaks to both intellect and spirit, offering hope in a divided world.  
The book isn’t merely informative – it’s transformative, calling us to see anew, finding 
the divine in stars, soil, and the human heart. Here, science and faith walk together as 
companions on the path to understanding the profound mystery of existence.

(Dr. John Ryan SPS was Bishop of Mzuzu Diocese, Malawi, and writes 
‘Beyond Science’ in ‘Africa’ magazine – St Patrick’s Kiltegan)

This book makes for good reading. It blends developments in our contemporary 
understanding of nature with Christian spirituality.  
Personal witness is given to the enrichment brought about in us through a deepening 
awareness of the divine in nature; each of us is truly ‘a child of the universe’. If you find 
yourself asking, ‘Who are we, where are we going, and what is God doing?’ this book is a 
helpful resource in your quest for life’s meaning. 

Fr. Brian Grogan, SJ, author of ‘Creation Walk’ and ‘Finding God in a Leaf)
          

THE MIRACLE OF THE 
UNIVERSE AND LIFE 
ON PLANET EARTH

Reviews of Fr Jim O’Connell’s book

(Fr. Jim’s book is available 
in religious bookshops and 

online from stpauls.ie)

I have really enjoyed reading this book. Ideal both for personal reading and reflection as 
well as most suitable material for parish or study groups. Highly recommended.

(Fr. Paul Clayton-Lea – Editor of Intercom)

The book is a thoughtful and accessible meditation which brings together modern scientific 
insight, Christian theology and lived spiritual reflection. Written in a reflective rather than 
an academic style, the book is clearly aimed at ordinary believers who seek to understand 
how contemporary science can deepen their faith in God. 
`It is a warm, contemplative and pastorally sensitive work. For readers seeking to reconcile 
scientific understanding with faith, this book offers reassurance and inspiration. It reminds 
us that the more we learn about the universe, the more reasons we have to stand in wonder 
and recognise at the very heart of all things, the living presence of God in Jesus Christ.

(Mary Adamson, Intercom magazine, March 2026)

I am groping here to go behind the vitally interesting thoughts that Jim O’Connell relays 
to us ... His book, which culls the thoughts of many insightful people, certainly provides 
food for thought and is well worth reading.

(Peter Costello, The Irish Catholic, 2/5/26)

Fr. Jim guides the reader through the marvels of the universe, the intricacies of life on 
Earth, and the profound relationship between Christian faith and scientific discovery.
His writing is deeply personal, blending natural observations with spiritual reflections 
and drawing on his own life experiences. This lends the book an intimate and authentic 
voice, making the reader feel as if he/she is on a journey of discovery alongside the 
author. Topics such as God’s presence in creation, what it means to be children of the 
universe, and the concept of the Universal Christ are addressed with sincerity and insight.
The book stands out for its ability to appeal to both the mind and the spirit. The 
integration of scientific wonder and Christian belief is handled with respect and curiosity, 
encouraging dialogue rather than division. The narrative is consistently engaging and 
accessible. Overall, the book is a compelling read ... Its honest and appealing revelation 
makes it a valuable book for believers and seekers alike.

(Brother Matthew Feheney, Presentation Brothers, Cork.)
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In November 2025, I had the privilege of 
visiting our missions in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DR Congo), bearing 
witness to the remarkable commitment 
and progress of our team of Mill Hill 
Missionaries. We touched down at 
Djili Airport, the gateway into this land 
of immense opportunity. Our initial 
gathering with members set the tone 
for a visit marked by camaraderie 
and mutual support. The journey to 
Mbandaka, facilitated by improved 
internal flights – courtesy of Air Congo 
(now under Ethiopian Airlines) – 
highlighted both progress in transport 
and persistent challenges, namely the 
chaotic airport environments and the 
expectation of bribes. The onward 
speedboat trip to Basankusu was 
comfortable, with a brief stop at a 
former Mill Hill mission in Bonkita.

The re-starting of the Mill Hill 
Orientation Programme at St. Bakanja 
Isidore, Basankusu has brought 
immense joy and a heightened sense 
of hope for the future. Three aspirants 
continue with learning English before 
– upon admission as candidates – they 
proceed to Bamenda (Cameroon) to 
continue with their Basic and First 
Cycle formation.  

Our members in Basankusu are doing 
their best to ensure that the new 
venture is built on firm foundations 
to last long into the future. Coinciding 
with the re-starting of the formation 
programme, various renovations 
and improvements to the structure 
are ongoing. (For more details see 
immediately below, the article of Fr 
Guylain Agbasoa.)

VISIT TO DR CONGO - REMARKABLE 
COMMITMENT AND PROGRESS

By Fr Philip Adede MHM (Fr Philip is the Councillor      
for Africa on the General Council)

Currently, DR Congo mission area has 
two parishes and two quasi-parishes. 
There are six perpetual members and 
one student. The team members are 
young as all have only been ordained in 
the last six years. They are vibrant and 
full of life. Even though the pastoral 
landscape remains tough, especially 
with difficult roads and long travel 
distances, they endeavour to remain 
close to the people they have been 
called to serve. Financial constraints 
persist, with local contributions low 
and expectations high for missionaries 
to support parishioners in need. Family 
pressures, recurring insecurity, high 

cost of living and health concerns, such 
as malaria, add to the burden. 

My visit to DRC revealed a mission in 
transformation, driven by passionate 
young missionaries embracing 
challenges and seeking new ways to 
make God’s kingdom a reality for people 
living on the margins. The team’s spirit, 
mutual support, as well as notable 
infrastructure improvements in various 
missions, inspire hope for continued 
growth. While obstacles remain, our 
missionaries’ loving service shines 
through. Let us keep our members in 
DR Congo in our thoughts and prayers.

BASANKUSU, DR CONGO: 
A HOPE-FILLED NEW START

By Fr Guylain Agbasoa, MHM, Rector

With hearts uplifted in thanksgiving 
and hope, we joyfully announce the 
reopening of the Orientation Course 
Programme in Basankusu, beginning 
September 1st, 2025. This renewal 
marks a sacred moment of grace and 
restoration, inspired by the words 
of Pope Francis at the opening of 

the Jubilee Year:  “Hope does not 
disappoint.”  Indeed, though hope 
may be tested at times, it remains 
steadfast, anchored in faith and 
nourished by perseverance.

We entrust this renewed mission to 
the intercession of Blessed Isidore 

Gathering for Sunday School in 
Basankusu

Frs Adede and Lonkoy at a government-
diocesan project to provide solar power   

to the people of Basankusu

Fr. Guylain with three new 
aspirants in front of the 

Chapel in Mill  Hill House 
Basankusu
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OBITUARY LIST
(Up until 22nd July 2026)

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
have mercy on the souls of:

   Ann Josephine Nugent (sister of Fr John Nevin MHM)
    Kathleen Doyle (mother of Fr Gerald Doyle MHM)

    Rosemary Slattery (sister of Fr Kevin Reynolds MHM) 
Phelim O’Connell (brother of Fr Patrick O’Connell MHM)

Fr Frank Fahey, Sr. Pauline 
Curley, Cathy Ambrose, 
Peggy Ashe, Maureen Behan, 
Elizabeth Bennett, Ignatius 
Bernard, Anne Blanche, Denis 
Bowman, Kathleen Brady, Mary 
Broderick, Mary Brophy-Moore, 
John Buckley, Kathleen Bulman, 
Thomas Byrane, John Byrden, 
Larry Byrne, Pat Byrne, Doreen 
Cahill, Angela Cahillane, Frank 
Casey, Mairead Casey, Maura 
Casey, Angela Cassidy, Teresa 
Colgan, Jenny Collins, John Joe 
Comer, Michael Comerford, 
John Connery, Patricia Copeland, 
Margaret Cotter, Pauline 
Croman, Joan Cronin, Maureen 
Cronin, Paul Cronin, Eileen 
Courtney, Marie Cummins, 
Nancy Deady, Kathleen 
Dennehy, Mary Devaney, 
John Devin, Julia Diggins, 
Ena Domoney, Joan Donnelly, 

Maureen Doocey, Breda Doran, 
Sean Downey, Rose Doyle, 
Breda Earl, Elizabeth English, 
Mary Fergusion, John Finucane, 
Peadar Fitzgerald, Anne 
Flanagan, Eileen Flynn, Christine 
Foran, Bernard Gallagher, 
Francis Gallagher, Josie Galvin, 
Isabel Graham, Moira Grogan, 
Marjorie Halford, Pat Harnett, 
Mary Hassett, Margaret Hayes, 
Kay Healy, Ellen Heffernan, 
Mary Herehan, Teresa Hoban, 
Eileen Johnson, Eileen Jones, 
Esther Kavanagh, Margaret 
Keating, Edward Kelliher, 
Agnes Kelly, Maureen Kelly, 
Sean Kelly, John Kenna, Ella 
Kenny, Margaret Keogh, Agnes 
Keoghan, James Kerins, Pat 
Keyes, Thomas Kilkelly, Nancy 
Kirwan, Eddie Lavery, Mary 
Law, Marge Lennon, Margaret 
Lombard, Tom Long, Margaret 

MEMBERS

Bakanja, a faithful witness who clung 
to God with unwavering trust amid 
trials. His example illumines our path 
as we welcome this new chapter of 
discernment and formation.

The closure of the Programme in 
2017 was a moment of sorrow and 
reflection. Yet, through prayerful 
dialogue and fraternal consultation, 
the Lord has opened a new door. 
We express our profound gratitude 
to the General Chapter of 2022 and 
the current General Council for their 
discernment and generous approval. 
Their decision rekindles our bond 
with the Diocese of Basankusu and 
reaffirms our shared commitment to 
the mission of the Church.

This initiative is more than a 
reopening; it is a renewal of 
communion. It strengthens the 
spiritual and pastoral ties between 
our Society and the local faithful, 
and offers young men a sacred space 
to listen to the voice of the Lord, who 
continues to call:  “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few.”

We rejoice in the presence of four 

young aspirants who have begun 
a journey of vocational discovery. 
Their courage and openness reflect 
the vibrant faith of the youth in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
the enduring relevance of the Mill 
Hill motto: “To love and to serve.”

We extend heartfelt thanks 
to Father Michael Corcoran, 
our General Superior, and his 
Council, for their paternal support 
and encouragement. We also 
acknowledge with gratitude all 
those seen and unseen who have 
contributed to this project through 
prayer, material support, and 
spiritual solidarity.

As we embark on this mission of hope, 
we humbly ask for your continued 
prayers and accompaniment. May 
the Holy Spirit inflame our hearts 
with zeal, and may Blessed Isidore 
Bakanja intercede for us, that this 
house of formation may bear fruit 
for the glory of God and the good of 
His people.

May peace abound and may the Lord 
bless this new beginning.

We must, then, avoid the “Babel syndrome,” namely the 
idolatry of profit that sacrifices the weak, a uniformity that 
neutralises differences, and the pretence that a single language 
— even a digital one — can translate everything, including the 
mystery of the person, into data and performance. The risk 
of dehumanisation — of building a future that excludes God 
and reduces the other to a means — is an ancient and ever-new 
temptation that today takes on a technical guise. 

(Pope Leo, Magnifica Humanitas, 10). 
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•	 It keeps our friends and supporters in touch with our missionary work.

•	 It promotes devotion to St. Joseph - our patron and protector.

•	 There are three issues per year plus a  Calendar at Christmas. It is sent 
to all our members.

•	 Membership is €10.00 per year, £7.00 for those in the sterling area,      
$12 for the U.S.

 Important Notice about Data Protection
All your personal data that we hold is being stored and protected in accordance with GDPR 
(General Data Protection Regulation) that became law in Ireland on 25/5/2018. This covers 
your name and address, as well as information about your donations for the missions, for 

Masses and for our Magazine (St. Joseph’s Advocate)

Renewal of Membership 
We have regular contact with most people on our mailing list but we have not heard from some 
people for some time. If you are in this group, please fill in your name/address below to renew 
your membership and continue to receive St. Joseph’s Advocate. If you do not wish to renew, 

please tick the cancel box.

Post the slip to: St. Joseph’s Advocate, Mill Hill Missionaries, 
50 Orwell Park, Rathgar, Dublin D06 C535.

Name ...............................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

		         RENEW                         CANCEL

Mary Lunney, Bridget Lydon, 
Teresa Lynch, Kathleen Mahon, 
Dolores Mahoney, Joan Mallon, 
Martina Mallon, Philomena 
Malone, Teresa Mann, Con 
Manning, Mary Meade, Mary 
Miskell, Maura Mitchell, 
Frances Moloney, Peggy 
Mooney, Bernadette Mulcahy, 
Jo Mullane, Daniel Murphy, 
Gerard Murphy, Dr. Sarah 
MacAuley, Rose Anne McBride, 
Liam McCabe, Elizabeth 
McCarthy, Kathleen McCarthy, 
Michael McCarthy, Philomena 
McConvey, James McGinley, 
Mary McGrath, Maura 
McGrath, Rose McGrath, Annie 
McKenna, Bridget McMahon, 
Peggy McManus, Geraldine 
McStravick, Eleanor Nicholson, 
Brigid Norton, Teresa and Denis 
O’Brien, Maureen O’Connor, 

Jean O’Donnell, Kathleen 
O’Donoghue, May O’Donoghue, 
Thaddeus O’Donoghue, 
Florence O’Donohoe, Patrick 
O’Donovan, Jack and Margaret 
O’Gorman, Kathleen O’Gorman, 
Evelyn O’Hagan, Joseph 
O’Hagan, Margaret O’Herlihy, 
Ann O’Rourke, Michael 
O’Rourke, Elizabeth O’Shea, 
Finbarr O’Sullivan, Hilary 
O’Sullivan, John O’Sullivan, 
Mary O’Sullivan, Una Powell. 
Bridget Power, Peggie Power, 
Patrick Prendergast, Kathleen 
Reilly, Molly Reilly, Vincent 
Rice, Esther Ryan, Miriam 
Ryan, Peig Ryan, Jim Sadlier, 
Betty Scanlon, Rena Sheridan, 
Nora Sherlock, Elizabeth 
Sherry, Robert John Spencer, 
Sean Tansey, Mary Thynne, Mai 
Twomey, Nora Twomey.

Silence is Golden
“We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and 
restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See how nature—
trees, flowers, grass—grows in silence; see the stars, the 

moon and the sun, how they move in silence… We need
silence to be able to touch souls.” Mother Teresa
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ST. JOSEPH’S ADVOCATE
MILL HILL MISSIONARIES

50 Orwell Park
Rathgar, Dublin D06 C535

Tel: (01) 412 7707
Email: advocate@mhmirl.ie

www.millhillmissionaries.com

St. Joseph’s 
Missionary Society of Mill Hill
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Mill Hill MissionariesMill Hill Missionaries Winter 2024Winter 2024

Season of Creation at Mill Hill Mission in Cambodia
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Children in Nowshera, Pakistan
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Novena to St Joseph on pages 15-18
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